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President presents second set of Padma awards

]il!e !m!u !ureau

NEW DELHI

Tennis legend Vijay Amri-
traj, actors Mammootty
and Satish Shah, cricketer
Rohit Sharma, and play-
back singer Alka Yagnik
were among the eminent
personalities who received
the Padma awards from
President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Tuesday.

The Padma awards, one
of the highest civilian
awards of the country, are
conferred in three catego-
ries: the Padma Vibhush-
an, Padma Bhushan, and
the Padma Shri.

In the second civil inves-
titure ceremony at the Ga-
natantra Mandap of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan, the
President presented the
Padma Vibhushan to form-
er Supreme Court judge K.
T. Thomas for public affairs
and to eminent Malayalam

President Droupadi Murmu confers the Padma Vibhushan on former Supreme Court judge KT. Thomas dunng the second civil investiture
ceremony in New Delhi on Tuesday. Tennis legend Vijay Amritraj and playback singer Alka Yagnik received the Padma Bhushan. PTi, ANI

journalist P. Narayanan for
contribution to literature
and education.

Alka Yagnik, Mammoot-
ty, American oncologist
Dattatreyudu Nori, Vijay
Amritraj, industrialist
S.K.M. Maeilanandhan,
and social worker and edu-
cationist Vellappally Nate-
san received the Padma
Bhushan from the Presi-

dent during the ceremony.
Rupi Soren, wife of Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha foun-
der Shibu Soren, received
the Padma Bhushan on be-
half of the late leader.

Padma Shri

The President conferred
the Padma Shri on cricke-
ter Rohit Sharma, who led
India to victory in the last

T20 World Cup, and on
hockey player Savita Pu-
nia. Actor R. Madhavan,
aerospace scientist Chan-
dramouli Gaddamanugu,
who led the Akash missile
system from development
to deployment during Op-
eration Sindoor, and noted
writer Asok Kumar Haldar
were among those who re-
ceived the Padma Shri.

Vladimir Mestvirishvili,
the Georgian coach who
mentored Indian Olympic
medallists such as Sushil
Kumar, Yogeshwar Dutt,
and Ravi Dahiya, was
awarded the Padma Shri
posthumously.

The President also con-
ferred the Padma Shri on
actor Satish Shah posthu-
mously.

24J6. President presents second set of Padma awards

Tsgafar F 9 RWERRT & gAY THE H TGt Har

e Tennis legend Vijay Amritraj, actors Mammootty and Satish Shah, cricketer Rohit
Sharma, and playback singer Alka Yagnik were among the eminent personalities who
received the Padma awards from President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday.

e & Rt R srqavsr, 3fRarar 7 3k wehter ang, forarey A et qamaned
AT 3eTehT ATl 37 JoE gl & A A g HororaR 1 wsgufer ghad 73 F g
TR Jele fhu|

e In the second civil investiture ceremony at the Ganatantra Mandap of the Rashtrapati
Bhavan, the President presented the Padma Vibhushan to former Supreme Court judge K.

T. Thomas for public affairs and to eminent Malayalam journalist P. Narayanan for
contribution to literature and education.

SEITeY $7aet o VT AT H AN GIR AR 3Heler{vT FARIE H Tsgafd F 9 Fafed
AT =IrITIer &, &Y. ATHH T i ATHAT & &7 H A9 & [T JAT T&ATT HIToH
TR fY. ARTAVTT T Ay Ta FALT & &7 H Aerere o T TeaT fasywor gere fohar|

e Alka Yagnik, Mammootty, American oncologist Dattatreyudu Nori, Vijay Amritraj,
industrialist S.K.M. Maeilanandhan, and social worker and educationist Vellappally Natesan
received the Padma Bhushan from the President during the ceremony.

HARIE o GRIeT ITelehT ATaferah, HAL, IARAT hea TAT gamagg AR, s srgerrer,
3N TH..TH. AU JUT GATSAY U fA8TTdE dearded sTeerT &l Tseufa o 9gH
90T e foha|

e Rupi Soren, wife of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha founder Shibu Soren, received the Padma
Bhushan on behalf of the late leader.

FRES HFa AT & GEUTIeh g BRA BT Ieott T BRT o fedarer S 1 31X & vz sywor
T1goT foha|

Padma Shri
e At
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e The President conferred the Padma Shri on cricketer Rohit Sharma, who led India to victory
in the last T-20 World Cup, and on hockey player Savita Punia.

Tsgufa o forahe Afga 2T, Sl 3R 1 el @-20 feg w9 7 faory fgens oY, qargidr
TErems afdar giorar st gea st & grarfaa o

e Vladimir Mestvirishvili, the Georgian coach who mentored Indian Olympic medallists such
as Sushil Kumar, Yogeshwar Dutt, and Ravi Dahiya, was awarded the Padma Shri

posthumously.

sanfed Avafafefaedh, fSiegier s 3iteifen geeh fasianai gefter FAR, Aeteav g ik W
fear & ArTeRleT faham o, &t Aol uee o & weAfad faam |

e The President also conferred the Padma Shri on actor Satish Shah posthumously.

Tegafar F HIHAAT Felter g i o FOTIRI g7 i vare ol

Canberra town crier
shouts his way into

Guinness records
TE—

MELBOURNE

Joseph McGrail-Bateup, an Australian professional
air conditioner cleaner and honourary town crier,
has been recognised as the world’s loudest
person.

Guinness World Records last week acknow-
ledged that the 58-year-old Canberra resident re-
corded the loudest ever shout by an individual. He
yelled “now” at 122.4 decibels (dB).

That broke the previous record of 121.7 dB set
by Northern Ireland schoolteacher Annalisa Fla-
nagan in 1994. She had yelled an ear-piercing
“quiet.” That is in the noise range of a chain saw, a
jet aircraft taking off and an ambulance siren at
close range.

The record attempt was not something Mr.
McGrail-Bateup could train for, he said on
Tuesday.

“There’s no way that you can actually practice
for it. You have to just keep it for the day, especial-
ly with the world record attempt,” Mr. McGrail-Ba-
teup said.

“It took me seven attempts just for one word,
which was the word ‘now; and my voice was shot
for the next couple of days as well. It was husky. It
was terrible. So no, you can’t really practice for it.
But it’s a lot of fun when you’re doing it” .

“I'm pleased that she (Ms. Flanagan) gets to
keep her record. So she’s still the loudest woman
and I'm the loudest man in the world,” Mr.
McGrail-Bateup said.

Mr. McGrail-Bateup said he stumbled upon Ms.
Flanagan’s record when searching Guinness
World Records unsuccessfully for feats in the
realm of town crying.

His shout was recorded on May 2 in a radio stu-
dio. The files were sent to Guinness World Re-
cords, which announced the record on Friday.

24J6. Canberra town crier shouts his way into Guinness
records

AT F TEA FRIT o HYAT 3T F g7 W it Rarg F s
o1l

e Joseph McGrail-Bateup, an Australian professional air conditioner
cleaner and honorary town crier, has been recognised as the world’s
loudest person.

ITETORT & U T FARWE FellelT 31T Al 3T FRT ANE AFad-
ITIHY Y g7 & Fad AT AT SARFA T H AT & TS B

e Guinness World Records last week acknowledged that the 58-
year-old Canberra resident recorded the loudest ever shout by an
individual. He yelled “now” at 122.4 decibels (dB).

refisr a8 Reigw o Moo Teag TR R e 58 adffar $erer fawd
Rl saferd garT 319 e T T8 F= 311arer F Riearat 1 Nepls ST 3ogie

“now” 2Teg I 122.4 3RAae (dB) Fr draar ¥ Rieemar|

e That broke the previous record of 121.7 dB set by Northern Ireland
schoolteacher Annalisa Flanagan in 1994,

$HA 1994 F 37T 3RS T FRATETHT TAITOrET FoleiRIe GaRT §=TT 7T 121.7
dB & et Repls &1 dts fea|

e She had yelled an ear-piercing “quiet.”
37gIeT Slell Sl TR Gof dTell JTATST H “quiet” 2Tsq Freermar |

e That is in the noise range of a chain saw, a jet aircraft taking off
and an ambulance siren at close range.

g eafey T AT &, Emmgtratﬁm, 3R AR & GoAT$ S ared

THRIH WA & R & TR ¢

e The record attempt was not something Mr. McGrail-Bateup could train for, he said on

Tuesday.
FIAR 1 A AR T-de3HT 7 Fgl o Tg T Neprs A7 o1 forgah fov 9 uger @ 3938 &
gehd |
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BJP chief says Syama Prasad Mookerjee was a great nationalist
$TSTIT 3TEART 7 FgT T RATHT YHIG HESAT Teh HgleT Usgarer &

Vijayanagara-era inscriptions come
to light in A.P’s Seshachalam forest

A.D. Rangarajan
TIRUPATI

An expert team from the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) has found three
rare inscriptions dating to
the 16% century in Sadasi-
vakona, deep inside the
Seshachalam forest in Tiru-
pati district of Andhra
Pradesh.

After an epigraphical
survey carried out recently
in the Nallamala Hills, the
team focused its attention
this time on Sadasivakona,
a pristine and mostly un-
der-explored forest stretch
in Seshachalam range.

A team led by K. Muni-
ratham Reddy, Director
(Epigraphy), ASI Mysuru,
ventured deep into the for-

An ASI team taking an estampage of an inscription at Sadasivakona
in Seshachalam forest range, Andhra Pradesh. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

est range and worked for
three days to find the
inscriptions.

The inscriptions con-
tained text in Telugu, Ta-
mil and Kannada, repre-
senting characters of the
16" century. The inscrip-

tions of the Sadasiva Deva-
raya era of Vijayanagara
dynasty in 1554 were co-
pied in the form of estam-
pages for preservation and
further study.

The main inscription re-
cords the construction of a

Siva temple and a monas-
tery (mutt) at Papavinasa
in Sadasivakona by King
Sadasivaraya during his pil-
grimage to the site.

“It is thrilling to note
that King Sadasivaraya per-
sonally visited this sacred
spot to take a holy bath and
grant a donation,” Mr. Red-
dy said.

Though known to be In-
dia’s first Siva temple, the
2nd-century BC shrine in
Gudimallam  remained
overshadowed by other
temples in its vicinity,
which gained prominence
over time. However, this
latest inscription of the
16th century is a pointer to
its past glory, when it was
personally visited by the
ruler of this region.

24J6. Vijayanagara-era
inscriptions come to light
in A.P.’s Seshachalam
forest

3T YT & ANTTAH gt &
RATITIR &1 & AT
ehTel # 31T

e An expert team from the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) has found three rare
inscriptions dating to the 16th
century in Sadasivakona, deep
inside the Seshachalam forest in
Tirupati district of Andhra
Pradesh.

HRANT Qe F&ToT Y Th

AT EF e w2r & favafa forer FBUa dvraras a1 & aT 18 87 FIfATH=T 7 1647
AATEEY & cfter geter Irfrarw @it §

e After an epigraphical survey carried out recently in the Nallamala Hills, the team focused its
attention this time on Sadasivakona, a pristine and mostly under-explored forest stretch in
the Seshachalam range.

8ol &1 H AearaTen Tgifsal & AT FIa107 et & 91¢ OF o 30 IR AR TaaHTAT &
Teh YTehfcieh 3R TR IeawoT & afRiet oo &1 FERIaaIeT 0X 39T e i forar|

e The inscriptions contained text in Telugu, Tamil and Kannada, representing characters of
the 16th century.

ol TG F A, affier AR FoeTs A3 7 916 3ifehd 8, ST 164t eraredy T fofdr faQroansit
& gl B

e The inscriptions of the Sadasiva Devaraya era of Vijayanagara dynasty in 1554 were
copied in the form of estampages for preservation and further study.

RSTIT9 g9r & WEIfAT ZaTT FToT & 1554 ST & 37 31THe@T T GTaf T TRETOT T 37T
o ITETY g] TEEFAST oh §9 H IR 1 TS|

e The main inscription records the construction of a Siva temple and a monastery (mutt) at
Papavinasa in Sadasivakona by King Sadasivaraya during his pilgrimage to the site.

Y A & 3o0d ¢ o TS FeTRawr & 39e AT & SRieT werfrastar e
qrafaeer 7 v g AfeR 2T Uk #HS T fAHTOT T AT

o “ltis thrilling to note that King Sadasivaraya personally visited this sacred spot to take a holy
bath and grant a donation,” Mr. Reddy said.

3T A FgT, “Tg SATeTol1 Hehd VAT § [ T WA T 38 9fad Tl 9T 9fad &1
X R G YaTed FXat o forw 3 &)

e Though known to be India’s first Siva temple, the 2nd-century BC shrine in Gudimallam
remained overshadowed by other temples in its vicinity, which gained prominence over time.

TeaTy fEHEeH U gfadr erared $6T 7& &1 g HieT Ra #1 g4 {7 Afew AT Sarg,
T T T & ATY 3TEUTH o 317 A T TG & HROT T8 3r9aiiehd &H afdd Bl
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e However, this latest inscription of the 16th century is a pointer to its past glory, when it was
personally visited by the ruler of this region.

fehe] 16alt eraTed) 1 Jg AN 3THFeIT sH VfIETAeh Jo7a T JAIUT &, ST 56 &1 & A o
T 5 qlaT Tl 1 IE7 Sy AT

BJP chief says Syama
Prasad Mookerjee
was a great nationalist
R | orked to

NEW DELHI

BJP president Nitin Nabin
on Tuesday paid tributes
to Jana Sangh founder Dr.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee
on his 73rd “Balidan Di-
was”, describing him as a
profound thinker and a
great nationalist.

“The sacrifice and pa-
triotism of Dr. Mookerjee
ji, who dedicated his entire
life to the resolve of “Nation
First’, serve as a guiding
light for all of us. His sacrif-
ice inspires every worker
to continuously work with
dedication in the interest
of the nation,” he said.

Stating that the dream
Dr. Mookerjee envisioned
and the sacrifices he made
for it were finding fulfil-
ment today, the BJP chief
said the abrogation of Arti-
cle 370 under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi was a true

rotect the borders
of West Bengal,
Assam and Punjab,
says Nitin Nabin

tribute to the founder of
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh.

Mr. Nabin said Dr. Moo-
kerjee had worked to pro-
tect the borders of regions
such as West Bengal, As-
sam and Punjab. Referring
to the formation of the BJP
government in West Ben-
gal, he said it reflected the
acceptance of the ideals for
which Dr. Mookerjee had
struggled and sacrificed.

He said over 14 crore BJP
workers were moving for-
ward under the leadership
of PM Modi, guided by the
same nationalist ideology
and commitment to the na-
tion with which Dr. Moo-
kerjee had founded the Ja-
na Sangh in 1951.

24J6. BJP chief says Syama Prasad Mookerjee
was a great nationalist

HTSTIT ITERT A FgT T LATHT THIE FWSA T Hgled
qregardy &

e BJP president Nitin Nabin on Tuesday paid
tributes to Jana Sangh founder Dr. Syama Prasad

Mookerjee on his 73rd “Balidan Diwas”, describing him as

a profound thinker and a great nationalist.

HRANT ST Il & 3reet Afae e & FAvrerar Fr
SITHE & HEATIF 31 ATAT TAIG @it o 73 aferer
feraw R 3¢ sreerieifer i Y §U 3¢ Ueh gt e 31K
HET ASCATET AT

e “The sacrifice and patriotism of Dr. Mookerjee, who
dedicated his entire life to the resolve of ‘Nation First’,
serve as a guiding light for all of us.”

FFYOT SiideT Wog HAfAR & Hered S AT & 12T, g
Tl & TIIT AR Tehrer & TH &1

e He said over 14 crore BJP workers were moving
forward under the leadership of Prime Minister Modi,
guided by the same nationalist ideology and commitment to
the nation with which Dr. Mookerjee had founded the Jana
Sangh in 1951.

3ogiel el o 14 FUS A HAF AT FRIGAT TeTHET A

o Accd # 38T IsgaleT TR 3R IS o Fich AT & H1Y 31T 96 I8 &8, S18eh 3R 9T 3.
AGSIT A 1951 H Seaer Y FYT9aAT1 ¥ 27|
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24J6 | T.N. raises concerns over Centre’s norms on projects in Cauvery basin
affereg & F1ad A 7 aRAAsranst et Fg F AR 9w FHar o
24J6 | QUIZ

Parched river

Labox

Labourers mix concrete and sand on the exposed
Krishna riverbed in Vijayawada, for routine maintenance

work during the seasonal low-flow period. The

Prakasam Barrage is in the background. K.V.S.
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T.N. raises concerns over Centre’s
norms on projects in Cauvery basin

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu is deeply con-
cerned about the latest gui-
delines of the Union Minis-
try of Jal Shakti and the
Central Water Commission
with regard to appraisal of
water resources projects in
the Cauvery basin.

On Monday, Water Re-
sources Minister N. Anand
told the Assembly that the
Union government had
framed the guidelines ‘un-
ilaterally’ last December.

The Centre’s norms as-
sume relevance amid the
controversy over the Meke-
datu drinking water-cum-
balancing reservoir project
mooted by Karnataka.

The opposition to the
guidelines is fundamental,
as Tamil Nadu is of the
view that the Cauvery ba-
sinis a deficit one, the posi-
tion of which has been stat-
ed in the final award of the
Cauvery Water Disputes

The Centre’s norms assume relevance in the light of the ongoing
controversy over the Mekedatu project mooted by Karnataka.

Tribunal, and by the Su-
preme Court in a February
2018 judgment.

Under such circum-
stances, where does the
question arise for mooting
projects, regardless of the
purpose and the size, a wa-
ter expert asked.

An official said the State
had conveyed its objec-
tions to the Centre, but the
latter had defended the
guidelines.

qFd Fr gl

e The Centre’s norms assume relevance amid the controversy over the Mekedatu drinking
water-cum-balancing reservoir project mooted by Karnataka.

Besides, there is a provi-
sion in the guidelines for
presumptive concurrence
with the stand of the Cen-
tral Water Commission
(CWC) for a project, if the
Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA)
fails to convey its views
within six months, or if the
CWMA returns the project
proposal without offering
its views regarding confor-
mity or otherwise of the

fgare & 9T 99V Agca @a &

e The opposition to the guidelines is fundamental, as Tamil Nadu is of the view that the
Cauvery basin is a deficit basin, the position of which has been stated in the final award of
the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal, and by the Supreme Court in a February 2018
judgment.

proposed water utilisation
with the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal award.

In the event of conflict
in the views of the CWMA
and the CWC, the former’s
stance will prevail.

The State is anxious
about the provision as this
might be used against its
interests.

Project reports

As per the guidelines, de-
tailed project reports will
have to be submitted to the
CWC for medium and ma-
jor irrigation projects, mul-
ti-purpose projects, drink-
ing water and industrial
use projects.

After examining the re-
ports from various angles,
including inter-State is-
sues, the CWC will send
them to the CWMA for
comments.

Meanwhile, the CWMA
held its meeting to take
stock of the current water
realisation and flow.

24J36. T.N. raises
concerns over Centre’s
norms on projects in
Cauvery basin

afererg & FRd @ &
gfareanst gatf g F
AT 9T =Aar srarg

e Tamil Nadu is deeply
concerned about the latest
guidelines of the Union Ministry
of Jal Shakti and the Central
Water Commission with regard

to appraisal of water resources
projects in the Cauvery basin.

afaarg @ Fer oo afFa
FA8 AT F ST F@THT
AREISTAT3 o FHedehel g STRT
e feen-fAdart g argdr R”iar

A AAGS FeATeH caRT TEdTad AdaTd AT Td HJolel STARRY IRAVSTT T oIl Tl &

5ot feemr-faadeit s faier Fyereqe ¥ e affrerarg &t #iefetr & foh wrad afer ven Srer-srsmmaarea

AT ¢ 39 AR F7 Ioo@ F1AY e Rag =amfEeIor & 3ifaw ok gar wead 2018 &
Hafear =arTed & [ & o frar R |

e Besides, there is a provision in the guidelines for presumptive concurrence with the stand of

the Central Water Commission (CWC) for a project, if the Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) fails to convey its views within six months, or if the CWMA retumns the
project proposal without offering its views regarding conformity or otherwise of the proposed
water utilisation with the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal award.

g TaRed, Eem-fAdelt & Ig uraen oft § & afe F1aH o waere nfsor o A & fiaw
39T T 8T ST IT IRANSAT JEATT Sl TEATTAA STel ST I HIaY Ster fAare ~Frafaraor &
oot & garfa 3rar searfa or feoqott fve foar arow aR gar g, af IR W T o
3T Y I Y Tlehd Ao foram S|

e As per the guidelines, detailed project reports will have to be submitted to the Central
Water Commission for medium and major irrigation projects, multi-purpose projects,
drinking water projects, and industrial use projects.

ferem-fdalt & 3TaR Feaer va warw Riar$ aRaieresi, Tg3eaehT gf@rsransit, dasrer
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Questions and answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:
1. Which country established the first permanent research
station in Antarctica, Orcadas Base, which has operated
continuously since 1904? Ans: Argentina

2. The Antarctic Treaty applies to all territory south of which
latitude? Ans: 60° South latitude

3. Which major scientific event of 1957-58 provided the
immediate impetus for negotiating the Antarctic Treaty? Ans:
The International Geophysical Year (IGY)

4. Which seven countries had overlapping territorial claims in
Antarctica when the Treaty was signed? Ans: Argentina,
Australia, Chile, France, New Zealand, Norway and the
United Kingdom

5. How many countries currently have Consultative Party
status, giving them voting rights in Antarctic Treaty
decision-making? Ans: 29

6. Visual: Name this active volcano, located on Ross Island,
which is the southernmost active volcano on Earth? Ans:
Mount Erebus.

24J6. QUIZ

1. Which country established the first permanent
research station in Antarctica, Orcadas Base, which
has operated continuously since 19047

Answer: Argentina

e Argentina established and has continuously
operated Orcadas Base on Laurie Island in the South
Orkney Islands since 22 February 1904.

e The station originated from the Scottish National
Antarctic Expedition and was transferred to Argentina in
1904.

e Itisrecognized as the oldest continuously
operating Antarctic research station and represents the

longest uninterrupted human presence in Antarctica.

2. The Antarctic Treaty applies to all territory south of which latitude?

Answer: 60° South Latitude

e The Antarctic Treaty, signed in 1959 and effective from 1961, applies to all land, ice
shelves, and surrounding waters south of 60° South latitude.

e This geographical boundary was chosen to define the Antarctic region for peaceful scientific
cooperation and environmental protection.

e Within this area, military activities, nuclear testing, and disposal of radioactive waste are

prohibited.

3. Which major scientific event of 1957-58 provided the immediate impetus for negotiating the

Antarctic Treaty?

Answer: The International Geophysical Year (IGY)

e The International Geophysical Year (IGY) of 1957-58 was a global scientific initiative
involving researchers from dozens of countries studying Earth systems, including Antarctica.
e During the IGY, nations established research stations and collaborated extensively in

Antarctic science.

e  The success of this cooperation demonstrated that Antarctica could serve as a platform for
peaceful international scientific activity.

e This positive experience directly encouraged negotiations that culminated in the Antarctic
Treaty of 1959, which institutionalized scientific collaboration and peaceful use of the

continent.

4. Which seven countries had overlapping territorial claims in Antarctica when the Treaty was

signed?

e Answer: Argentina, Australia, Chile, France, New Zealand, Norway and the United

Kingdom

At the time of the Antarctic Treaty’s signing, seven countries had formal territorial claims in
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Antarctica: Argentina, Australia, Chile, France, New Zealand, Norway, and the United
Kingdom.

e Some of these claims, particularly those of Argentina, Chile, and the United Kingdom in the
Antarctic Peninsula region, overlapped significantly.

e Rather than resolving sovereignty disputes, the Antarctic Treaty effectively froze territorial
claims, allowing countries to cooperate scientifically without abandoning or recognizing
competing claims.

5. How many countries currently have Consultative Party status, giving them voting rights in
Antarctic Treaty decision-making?

Answer: 29

e As of 2026, there are 29 Consultative Parties to the Antarctic Treaty.

e These countries possess decision-making and voting rights at the Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Meetings (ATCMs) because they conduct substantial scientific research
activities in Antarctica.

e The group includes the twelve original signatories and additional countries that later
demonstrated significant scientific engagement.

e Although the Treaty has 58 Parties in total, only the Consultative Parties participate in
consensus-based decision-making on Antarctic governance, environmental protection, and
scientific cooperation.

India's Antarctic Journey

¢ India acceded to the Antarctic Treaty in 1983.
e In the same year (1983), India was granted Consultative Party Status because of
its active scientific research programme in Antarctica.

GS Paper Il: Polity 24 June 2026
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IS RSS a legal person?

Are RSS-affiliated organisations legally registered? What regulatory gap does the RSS debate highlight?

EXPLAINER

Rizmi Lia M.

The story so far:
arnataka Home Minister
Priyank Kharge, in a letter
dated June 13 addressing the
Sarsanghchalak (chief) of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
Mohan Bhagwat, questioned the legal
status of the RSS.

In an accompanying post on social
media platform X, Mr. Kharge asked, “If
citizens, labour, NGOs, trusts, temples
and companies are expected to register,
disclose and comply with the law, why
should the RSS remain exempt?”

He raised similar questions towards the
end of last year as well regarding the legal
existence of RSS. He has asked about the
registration, organisation structure,
funding and donation and also about the
overall functioning of the organisation.

What is a legal person?
According to legal theorist John Salmond,
“A person is any being whom the law
regards as capable of rights and bound by
legal duties.” The term ‘person’ is further
classified into two terms: ‘natural person’
and ‘juridical/artificial person’. Generally,
in law, a living human being is considered
a natural person. However, a
juridical/artificial person is an entity
created by law that possesses legal rights
and obligations distinct from its members
or the individuals associated with it. For
example, companies incorporated under
the Companies Act are artificial persons,
statutorily recognised as legal persons.
To be a company, certain criteria must
be met according to Section 9 of the
Companies Act, 2013. That includes that,
after registration, a company shall be a
body corporate by the name contained in
its memorandum - “capable of exercising
all the functions of an incorporated
company under this Act, having
perpetual succession, having a common
seal with power to acquire, hold and
dispose of property both movable and
i ble, tangible and i to
contract and to sue and be sued” by the
said name.

How does RSS describe itself and
what is its organisational nature?

In a similar exchange in December 2025,
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat described the
organisation as “a body of individuals”.
RSSin itself is a socio-cultural voluntary
organisation with an ideal “to carry the
nation to the pinnacle of glory through
organising the entire society and ensuring
protection of Hindu Dharma”, according
to the website.

RSS has been addressed as an
“association of persons”, according to the
Commissioner Of Income Tax v Rastriya
Swayam Sangh on February 22, 1994, in
which they have been sued with respect
to tax exemption.

The Income-tax Appellate Tribunal has
referred this matter to Patna High Court
to address whether the amount received
from members and devotees can be taken
to be Gurudakshina (token of gratitude to
teacher) and thus be exempt from
taxation. The court held that the amount
received from members can be taken to

N

= 3

organisation as “a body of individuals”. ANI

natural persons (human beings) who have
come together for a shared purpose.

Generally, unregistered bodies cannot
sue or be sued in their own names, as
they are not considered separate legal
persons.

The organisation is, however, named as
a distinct party in cases including Singhai
Lal Chand Jain v Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh on February 15, 1996 in the
Supreme Court of India. The case
revolved around the eviction of the RSS
from certain premises in Panna, Madhya
Pradesh, initiated by the appellant,
Singhai Lal Chand Jain. The appellant
filed a civil suit seeking the eviction of the
RSS and its office-bearers, alleging
unauthorised occupation of the premises.
Holding that the RSS was properly
represented by its Manager, President,
and a member who jointly defended the
suit, the court upheld the eviction decree.

‘What are the legal options for
registering a voluntary association in
India?

Registering a voluntary association in
India requires choosing one of three
primary legal structures: a Society (under
the Societies Registration Act, 1860), a
Trust (under the Indian Trusts Act, 1882),
or a Section 8 Company (under the
Companies Act, 2013).

‘The company after incorporation
intends to apply its profits, if any, or other
income only for promoting its cited
objects.

What about
donations/Gurudakshina?

As mentioned earlier, the RSS’s legal
status came under scrutiny in the 1970s
during tax proceedings in Bombay and
Patna. The disputes centred on whether

be Gurudakshina and be d from
tax.

Section 2(31) of the Income Tax Act,
1961, defines ‘person’ expansively and
includes a ‘body of individuals’, whether
incorporated or not. Under the 1961 Act,
the ‘body of individuals’ is a separate
taxable entity comprising exclusively

received as “gurudakshi
from RSS workers were taxable. In the
case of Commissioner Of Income-Tax v
Rastriya Swayam Sevak Sangh on 22
February, 1994, The Patna High Court
addressed the matter and exempted RSS
from taxes, considering donations from
members as Gurudakshina. Also, the

24J6. Is RSS a legal person?
FIT IRCHCH T RAfF aFa &2

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh workers perform at a training camp

Income Tax Act considers a ‘body of
individuals’ as a ‘person’, as mentioned
above.

There is the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010, which
regulates the acceptance and utilisation of
foreign contribution or foreign hospitality
by certain individuals or associations or
companies. Any donation, delivery or
transfer received from a “foreign source’
whether in rupees or in foreign currency,
is construed as a ‘foreign contribution”
under FCRA, 2010.

Even for the grant of registration under
FCRA, the association should be
registered under an existing statute like
the Societies Registration Act, 1860 or the
Indian Trusts Act, 1882 or Section 8 of
Companies Act, 2013 etc. The association
should be in existence for at least three
years and has undertaken reasonable
activity in its chosen field for the benefit
of the society for which the foreign
contribution is proposed to be utilised.
And the applicant NGO/association will be
free to choose its items of expenditure
(excluding the administrative expenditure
as defined in Rule 5 of FCRR, 2011) to
become eligible for the minimum
threshold of 15 lakh spent during the last
three years.

How can one join RSS?

According to the Frequently Asked
Questions section of the RSS website
powered by Bharati Web Private Limited,
“there is no formal bershi

s Al g i B E
closing ceremony, in Sambalpur on Saturday. RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat describes the

e i 3 ==

There is no formal procedure or criterion
that stops anybody for that matter from
joining the organisation. There is a
registration form on the website that
requires one to fill up primary details for
the same.

What are the RSS affiliates and are
they registered?

There are around 32 sister organisations
that work under the umbrella of RSS, with
many more like-minded organisations.
The Akhil Bhartiya Vidhyarthi Parishad,
the Vidya Bhrati, Bharatiya Janata Party,
Vishva Hindu Parishad, Bajrang Dal,
Durga Vahini, Dharam Sansad or
Religious Parliament etc.

The list of RSS-affiliated bodies is vast
and spans every sector of Indian society:
students, education, labour, agriculture,
women, tribals, culture, science, law,
economics, publishing, and more.
However, each of these is registered
under different laws.

For example, the student body Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad began its
activities around 1948 and was registered
onJuly 9, 1949, as a non-governmental
organisation (NGO) under the Societies
Registration Act of 1860. Thus, the units
of the RSS function as registered entities.

Trade union Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
functions within the legal framework
governing labour organisations.
Educational, social-service and tribal
welfare bodies associated with the Sangh

lly operate through registered

enrolment in the RSS. Anyone can
approach the nearest ‘Shakha’, which is
the fundamental unit of activity of RSS
and become a swayamsevak. There are no
fees, no registration form, and no formal
application. Once you start attending the
daily shakha either in the morning or in
the evening as per your convenience, you
become the swayamsevak of RSS. It is that
simple. If someone does not know any
shakha or Swayamsevak nearby, One can
join the RSS online too.”

Any person who wants to work
towards the sanatan dharma can join the
RSS, even if they don’t visit the shakhas.

trusts and societies.

RSS continues to describe itself as a
voluntary socio-cultural organisation and
abody of individuals rather than a
registered corporate entity. Court records
show that it has been recognised in tax
proceedings and litigation, while many
organisations associated with the Sangh
function through separately registered
bodies.

Mr. Kharge’s questions, however, have
renewed the debate over whether an
organisation of the RSS’s scale and reach
should continue to operate without a
formal registration framework.

THE GIST

v

According to legal theorist
John Salmond, “A person is
any being whom the law
regards as capable of rights
and bound by legal duties.”

v

The RSS’s legal status came
under scrutiny in the 1970s
during tax proceedings in
Bombay and Patna. The
disputes centred on whether
donations received as “guru
dakshina” from RSS workers
were taxable.

v

RSS continues to describe itse
as a voluntary socio-cultural
organisation and a body of
individuals rather than a
registered corporate entity.
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What is a legal person?

fafts cafda 7 87

e Karnataka Home Minister Priyank Kharge, in a letter dated June 13 addressing the
Sarsanghchalak (chief) of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), Mohan Bhagwat,
guestioned the legal status of the RSS.

Felied & 6 A AT TS & 13 ST ! TN TaIUTS W (IRTHTH) & FIHEATerd Arget
HITad &l TEITAd Ueh 99 H 3RTATH o faftre Rufa o3 vea 3omm|

¢ In an accompanying post on social media platform X, Mr. Kharge asked, “If citizens, labour,
NGOs, trusts, temples and companies are expected to register, disclose and comply with the
law, why should the RSS remain exempt?”

qrerer AT Fa varw W v aTv ves Haftd oiee 7 A @sa F gor, “afe AT, Afdew, dv-
RN HaTaT, =TT, HEI 3R HUTAIT & THROT, ST T ThEIRIOT AT Slelet I TTelel
&l T 3TYETT T STl &, o HRTHTH I $HY T F3T [He d1ige?”

e He raised similar questions towards the end of last year as well regarding the legal existence
of RSS.

3egiel T a¥ & 37T # o IRvHTy & 3 31fEdca #F e 53 TR & 92+ 33T |

e He has asked about the registration, organisation structure, funding and donation and also
about the overall functioning of the organisation.

37gIel IS & GoiIeh0T, HISTcHS ITAT, fAT9NT, ST AT 3% THIT FR TATAT & TaeT
9o fhU g

e According to legal theorist John Salmond, “A person is any being whom the law regards as
capable of rights and bound by legal duties.”

fafey Reid R Siiet ATerHs & TR, “cafeFd a8 & TS hiefet HTURRT b1 UReh 72T fafdren
Shelcdl & ST EHT AT §1”

o The term ‘person’ is further classified into two terms: ‘natural person’ and
‘juridical/artificial person’.
A e 1 I & ATORI  Fenfora e e & wpfaw sufee qur R HHE
afae |

e Generally, in law, a living human being is considered a natural person.
A fafr & foneh Shfaa Aera o1 wrpfas safda A= Sar g

e However, a juridical/artificial person is an entity created by law that possesses legal rights
and obligations distinct from its members or the individuals associated with it.

saes faudia, Rt /s safFa ag sos aid § o Feget qan e frar smar ¢ 3k o
U 39 He LT AT 38N 53 sAfFcdl & goeh faftish iR vd grif¥ica gl 8

e For example, companies incorporated under the Companies Act are artificial persons,
statutorily recognised as legal persons.

SETEROT & e, el SRS 35 3icrater i aferat T saa g &, Tk Rt
Y FIefelt ATFAT TETeT AT ST B

e To be a company, certain criteria must be met according to Section 9 of the Companies
Act, 2013.

Tl EUT Y el AT STeT o T el srfarfarer, 2013 i 4RT 9 & 3TaR Fo ordl S T

AT AT BT &

e That includes that, after registration, a company shall be a body corporate by the name
contained in its memorandum.

3o7 Qrdt & Ig oY enfAer § T ISiheuT & 9RaTd et 379 A9 & 3feafad a1 & v
AT e 9 S B

e |t shall be “capable of exercising all the functions of an incorporated company under this Act,
having perpetual succession, having a common seal with power to acquire, hold and
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dispose of property both movable and immovable, tangible and intangible, to contract and to
sue and be sued” by the said name.

3% ‘3 ATAfATH & 3ideTa ReTfAT Suet & gsi e ety 7 gere g1eft, 39e a1y Tl
FAUFAFR G191, Ueh WA HET 61911, AT 38 el T 3rarel, HoT Ud 3T Ol 31t et Tt
3R EEATAR R, IeToeT el TUT 3 18 & TG ST Hidd 3R 30 [%eey are Telme Siret
&1 31TSR g

How does RSS describe itself and what is its organisational nature?

IRTHTH TG HY F& IRETRT FIT & AR 3T Forsareqws T #4182

In a similar exchange in December 2025, RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat described the
organisation as “a body of individuals”.

fe@FR 2025 # §U U FAIA HalTe H HRCHCH YA Algel ARG A G5 HY “cqRFeTal B
T §HE” ST AT
RSS in itself is a socio-cultural voluntary organisation with an ideal “to carry the nation to

the pinnacle of glory through organising the entire society and ensuring protection of Hindu
Dharma”, according to the website.

aawsaa?w,mwwvmm-mﬁmm%,mmﬁw
HHATST 1 HIATSA F T g 23t Sy 36T GFARerar a2 g il 31K & G ok v g1

RSS has been addressed as an “association of persons”, according to the case
Commissioner of Income Tax v Rastriya Swayam Sangh on February 22, 1994, in which
it was sued with respect to tax exemption.

22 FXadt 1994 & U =a1fdeh HTHe H IRTATH 1 “cqfFadl T g6 &gl 171 AT, fFas 38 |
HY-P o FIY H dle; SRR foham 1 |
The Income-tax Appellate Tribunal referred this matter to the Patna High Court to address

whether the amount received from members and devotees can be taken to be Gurudakshina
and thus be exempt from taxation.

A 3TN AT =1 Tg T TeTT I w2l SIS o oFar Fereat 3R 3t &
STCeT TTRY ohT 3% FRYOT HTAT SIT FehelT & 3R 3 MR R 38 &7 & FHFT TohaT ST Hehel 1

The court held that the amount received from members can be taken to be Gurudakshina
and be exempted from tax.

=TT & foAoty e fon weedt & gre TRy ot areafaron Al S Fehar § AR 3T WA e
ST T 8l

Section 2(31) of the Income Tax Act, 1961 defines ‘person’ expansively and includes a
‘body of individuals’, whether incorporated or not.

I 3fafaw, 1961 i Ry 2(31) F ‘SafFa i s AR & a1 §, fow dofied srear
TTSiieh ‘STl T FHg’ o el B

Under the 1961 Act, the ‘body of individuals’ is a separate taxable entity comprising
exclusively natural persons who have come together for a shared purpose.

1961 & rfaferas & 3iaad cafFaal 1 aag’ U qUs FATT 31S B, T ahael Irpfas
caferer anfFver g1t & i el et 3eged & fore v gu gl

Generally, unregistered bodies cannot sue or be sued in their own names, as they are not
considered separate legal persons.

AT : HISPd HEATE 3T ATH § &TE IR AT T Fehell IR o1 &1 3oTeh fa%eyr areg weran
ST HehdT §, &Fifeh 3o¢ Ju faftre caferdea yred w11 g

The organisation is, however, named as a distinct party in cases including Singhai Lal

Chand Jain v Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh on February 15, 1996 in the Supreme
Court of India.
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gleilteh, 15 BIaT 1996 & Ueh HIHS AR g HIHel & HRTHTH I Ueh JUh Y&THR o §9 &
AT fohar I &1

The case revolved around the eviction of the RSS from certain premises in Panna, Madhya
Pradesh, initiated by the appellant, Singhai Lal Chand Jain.

g ATHCT ALY YU & YodAT AT Teh TRIR T JRTHTH I d@f el T T AT, foraehr
QBT 3frerehcll FHErS aerere SteT g &1 a1$ Y|

The appellant filed a civil suit seeking the eviction of the RSS and its office-bearers, alleging
unauthorised occupation of the premises.

3feRhdT =¥ IRER T IATAPA Pl BT HRIT T §T HRTHCH FAT 38 TeTfeIHIRT hr
Segd A & T SarT are g |

Holding that the RSS was properly represented by its Manager, President, and a member
who jointly defended the suit, the court upheld the eviction decree.

FATATER & A AT G fob HReaed 1 gfafafted 38 qaed, HEqel a1 U @G gant
faferae foham aram T, el & 37Teer T SR QT

What are the legal options for registering a voluntary association in India?

AR 7 Y TAfoo® HIreeT & T & forw #41 At fAFeq 3uaey &2

Registering a voluntary association in India requires choosing one of three primary legal
structures: a Society, a Trust, or a Section 8 Company.

AR H Tl TAFREF TS T ToNehioT il & TIT cfiet Joe farferen aaenait 7 & weh o
TG HIAT 81T ©: WIATA, FATH, 3727aT 4RI 8 F=At|

A Society is registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860.

afafa &1 dohetor afafa gsfisor srfafaws, 1860 & 3ideid fFar Srar gl

A Trust is registered under the Indian Trusts Act, 1882.

FITH T Yoo 0T AR #a10 JATfAI#, 1882 & 3iqeTa foram Srar gl

A Section 8 Company is registered under the Companies Act, 2013.

&IRT 8 HYAY hT Tollh0T Sueit HARAIH, 2013 & 37T fFaT SITarR|

The company after incorporation intends to apply its profits, if any, or other income only for
promoting its cited objects.

VT AT TSHRIIT o STG 3791 18T, AT IS 8T, 37UAT 3T 3T T SUANT sha ol 37T T
Seget 1 gt & e el

What about donations/Gurudakshina?

a‘mﬂmfﬁvrrﬁrwmm%?

As mentioned earlier, the RSS’s legal status came under scrutiny in the 1970s during tax
proceedings in Bombay and Patna.

ST R Ugel 3o fRAT IR ], 1970 F g2 H §9% 31N 9T H Toll F-w1IaTigAl & aRTe
RuHTy Y faftre fRufa $r Sra 6 715 o)

The disputes centred on whether donations received as “Gurudakshina” from RSS workers
were taxable.

TaaTe; 1 HE 99T Ig T foh IIRTHTH hrdehcl 131 & T %4 fRYOT A9 & I1 e |

In the case of Commissioner of Income-Tax v Rastriya Swayam Sevak Sangh on 22
February, 1994, the Patna High Court addressed the matter and exempted RSS from taxes,
considering donations from members as Gurudakshina.

22 BT 1994 & Teh ATH H YT 3T AT A 39 99T X faur aa §an+qi J gred
aleT T IEETETO AlAhR TRUHTH T FI A T FeleT |
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Also, the Income Tax Act considers a ‘body of individuals’ as a ‘person’, as mentioned
above.

gah faRera, smaet sfafaas safFaat & wog 1 o ‘s AT gl

There is the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010, which regulates the
acceptance and utilisation of foreign contribution or foreign hospitality by certain
individuals, associations or companies.

et siererer (Rrferse) srfarfar, 2010 50 &, St o safeaal, dereat qur sufaat garT
el srerere 3r2rar el 3nfaey & TR FEa 3R 3T = = f_AfFafag Far gl

Any donation, delivery or transfer received from a ‘foreign source’, whether in rupees or in
foreign currency, is construed as a ‘“foreign contribution’ under FCRA, 2010.

el srerereT (Rfese) AT, 2010 & 3iaeTa oY fadelt | & ured 1S of grer,
GETAUT 37aT FETICT — 9Tg a6 TRAT ol & g1 a1 facel a1 & — faeeh stererer A S
gl

What about donations/Gurudakshina?

a‘mﬂmfﬁvrrwwmm%?

Even for the grant of registration under FCRA, the association should be registered under an
existing statute like the Societies Registration Act, 1860 or the Indian Trusts Act, 1882 or
Section 8 of Companies Act, 2013 etc.

el srerer (Rfera#e) AIRRTH & 3ideTa Toiienor gied i & forw ot fondl) HeraeT o fordly
TreaTeT #efet S wfRfer gefteor srfafeam, 1860, st =ame srferforarss, 1882 3rerar Faeht
Frferfagar, 2013 Fr &RT 8 311fe & AT Tolihd Blell AT &

The association should be in existence for at least three years and has undertaken
reasonable activity in its chosen field for the benefit of the society for which the foreign
contribution is proposed to be utilised.

HITST T hH-T-hd diel auT T 37TEdcd F BlaT 3ATF & TAT 3 3791 TJATAT &7 H GATS &
fea 89 3faa afafaftrt defad e arfge, forere faw faceh sierere @1 suter gearfad 2|

And the applicant NGO/association will be free to choose its items of expenditure (excluding
the administrative expenditure as defined in Rule 5 of FCRR, 2011) to become eligible for the
minimum threshold of ¥15 lakh spent during the last three years.

37TAceh TS ol 39 eI HEl T TAT il hl TaATT 8191 (8TeiTTep fagelt rere fAfaass
farer, 2011 F fager 5 7 AR geraiares sag #1 BIseR), ATt a8 WS sl asi # #geTas

15 A1 I T ATAAT A T R T T |

How can one join RSS?
IRTHCH A FH/ 37 ST Wehel1 572

According to the Frequently Asked Questions section of the RSS website powered by Bharati
Web Private Limited, “there is no formal membership enrolment in the RSS.”

AR 39 Irgde TAfALS @Rl Fifld IRTATH T JTAIST & FFAT IS Sl aTel TeaT 3737197
& IR, “HRCHCH H IS AR FEEAAT ATHIhT FaEUT ALl §1”

“Anyone can approach the nearest ‘Shakha’, which is the fundamental unit of activity of RSS
and become a swayamsevak.”

‘IS 3 AT Feas AT & 5[5 T §, S HRwaTH H 7qof afafafer s §, 3k

TIIATH g7 GhaT g 1”
“There are no fees, no registration form, and no formal application.”
“GHH IS Yoh 761 8, PIS ToNROT JUT LT & 3R 1 &1 h1$ 3MoanReh mdest Tihargl”

“Once you start attending the daily shakha either in the morning or in the evening as per your
convenience, you become the swayamsevak of RSS.”
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“SIA Y 3T 37T G oh 3TAR Tel: AT HIhTel &feleh AT # 9T olell TRE Il &, 31T
HRTHTH & FGAHGD & ST &1

“It is that simple.”

“Tg AfshaT Se &1 TR g7

“If someone does not know any shakha or swayamsevak nearby, one can join the RSS online
too.”

“gfe; TopdY cafdd &l e & IS ATET AT TaIAATSH AT A1 &, Y dg JieTels AreTd & i
IRTHTH A 53 Thel 81"

Any person who wants to work towards Sanatan Dharma can join the RSS, even if they don't
visit the shakhas.

it ¢ ST FeaTereT &3t & TIT 1l hiel gl €, g N3t & S0 e 87t HIRTHeH A 53
T gl

There is no formal procedure or criterion that stops anybody for that matter from joining the
organisation.

IS A 351 o T QAT IS Jioarien 17 A1 AlEs LT & ST fohdll Tkt 1 508 51
AFhaT &N

There is a registration form on the website that requires one to fill up primary details for the
same.

ATHTSE T Teh TSAIh0T T 3Tl 8, TSI STgeh chTehed h 39T Fol8LcT STiefeh T 1= Yl
gl

What are the RSS affiliates and are they registered?
IRCHTH ¥ HIGH FIo FI-FiT A § 31 F47 F Gofiepet &7

There are around 32 sister organisations that work under the umbrella of RSS, with many
more like-minded organisations.

HRUHTH & TIET0T 3 9187 32 Feae e 1 aa &, 38% 3faRed 3as gA
ToaRYRT aTel Herae o g
The Akhil Bhartiya Vidhyarthi Parishad, the Vidya Bharati, Bharatiya Janata Party,

Vishva Hindu Parishad, Bajrang Dal, Durga Vahini, Dharam Sansad or Religious
Parliament etc.

oo Tl AR fagamdt aRwe, faeam s, st Srevar urd, fare g aftwe, s er &,
ot anfeett, et W anfe vy €
The list of RSS-affiliated bodies is vast and spans every sector of Indian society: students,

education, labour, agriculture, women, tribals, culture, science, law, economics, publishing,
and more.

IRTHTH A HeetT HITGH1 hl AT Icdcd AT § 3R ARAT FHATST & ofarstar @i avat — o7,
TRY&TT, 57&, Y, ARG, ST GTST, TEpTd, faamre, ATy, rdegaer, yehmre 3ife —
FHATTR AT 8

However, each of these is registered under different laws.

BT, o3 & e TeTe Rt Fefat ¥ Sicia Toligra 81

For example, the student body Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad began its activities

around 1948 and was registered on July 9, 1949, as a hon-governmental organisation under
the Societies Registration Act of 1860.

3CTEXOT & ToIT, o1 Heroe rfrer el fagmeft aftwe o erarsrer 1948 # v arfafaferar
TRFST i A 9 FeT§ 1949 i wfAfY dsfrevor srftfaga, 1860 & 3iciid Teh IR-TRARY HaraeT
& T A sl g3
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e Thus, the units of the RSS function as registered entities.
$H TR, HRTHTH ¥ HIGH FH1s! Gollehe HEATIHT & & H FHr T 8 |

e Trade union Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh functions within the legal framework governing
labour organisations.

HTHE HITST ARAT A HE A TAF Garaai 1 [AA 3T eet arel faftres a2 & 3iaeid wrt
ATgl

e Educational, social-service and tribal welfare bodies associated with the Sangh generally
operate through registered trusts and societies.

U § 513 AMaTen, AT YaT TUT AN Hod0T HIS VAT : Tsiihd =arat 3R
wfAfaa! & Aregw § F A

e RSS continues to describe itself as a voluntary socio-cultural organisation and a body of
individuals rather than a registered corporate entity.

IRUHTH T 1 Ueh Golihd AT HEAT & Tl Uah T oo Aenfas-Aiegfas darse
AT STFTAT T FHE AT &

e Court records show that it has been recognised in tax proceedings and litigation, while many
organisations associated with the Sangh function through separately registered bodies.

STt 31fHeT gl & foF a-gatlt pryarfeat 31 =a1Re Areat & suedht ugareT TR
1 TS &, ST TG A I3 3eieh HITSeT JUeh T A Gofiehel TEUTHT & AEIH & R 3 ¢

e Mr. Kharge's questions, however, have renewed the debate over whether an organisation of
the RSS’s scale and reach should continue to operate without a formal registration
framework.

gTellich, AT TS G@RT 36T 91T Y2=1 o & T6H I JeTsiiiae Y 1T & foh HRTHTH 51 eamaeh
g1 3R farer T arel G3TaeT ol F4T foar fohraY 3itaeanes daiieor e & & ad I§=T
EUYl
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Centre tightens norms for foreign donations

NGOs must stick to the activities specified by
Centre in their category and geographical area

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

on-governmental
organisations
(NGOs) wanting to

access foreign funds must
now stick to a list of activi-
ties specified by the
Centre, according to the
latest amendment to the
Rules of the Foreign Con-
tribution Regulation Act
(FCRA), 2010, notified on
Monday.

While NGOs seeking fo-
reign funds are required to
register under one of the
five permitted categories,
namely social, economic,
educational, cultural, and
religious, this is the first
time separate activity lists
have been laid out for
those in each category.

NGOs must now disclose
their activities, the geo-
graphical scope of their
programmes, their web-
sites, social media ac-
counts, and publications.
They must pay separate
fees for each category and
State or Union Territory
they operate in, as op-
posed to the previous sin-

gle fee
registrants.

Any new registration
must follow the new norms
and existing registrations
must comply with the
changes within the next
year. Any violations will be
penalised with a minimum
fine of ¥1 lakh, according to
another order from the Un-
ion Home Ministry. The Mi-
nistry regulates all foreign
donations through the
FCRA.

Earlier amendments of
the Rules only required
NGOs to give an undertak-
ing that their acceptance of
foreign funds is not likely
to affect the sovereignty
and integrity of India or
impact friendly relations
with foreign states or dis-
rupt communal harmony.

for ~ FCRA

functionaries
The amended Rules also
broaden the definition of
an NGO’s “key function-
ary” beyond office-bearers
and directors to include
trustees, partners, the Kar-
ta or head of a Hindu Undi-
vided Family, governing
body members, and

NGOs must declare everything they published:
books, magazines, and articles in newspapers

Funding
check

Under the fresh
changes to Rules of the

Fareign Contribution = Sl

= ez

EDUCATIONAL

ECONOMIC
hools, colleges,

= Livelihood generation

Ay
\ﬁ,
RELIGIOUS
= Places of worship

Regulation Act, all and libraries = Skill doel = Religious education

7 s = Scholardt
NGQS are requ\r.eq - - = Apricultural sectors = Pilgrim services
to diselose specific m Research
activities and and think tanks = Entrepreneurship ® Meditation
geographical scope of a Civic ond | Andmicro-enterprises | programmes
their pragrammes to constitutional-rights = Finaneial and digital | = Preservation of
reccive cantributions programmes inclusion religious traditions
under § permitted
categories: SOCIAL CULTURAL

u Public health ® Prescruation of

® Rehabilitation

® Sanitation and
nutrition

= Disaster relief

Indian arts
and languages

= Muscums, archives,
and cultural festiuals

= Heritage canseration

anyone else controlling or
managing the organisa-
tion.

Associations having fo-
reign nationals (other than
persons of Indian origin) as
key functionaries will ordi-
narily not be considered
eligible for registration or
prior permission, unless
specifically permitted by
the Centre, according to
the new Rules. NGOs must

also declare whether their
association or any of their
key functionaries brought
out any publication during
the year, including books,
magazines, and newspaper
articles.

A senior government of-
ficial said that the amend-
ments were effected to
bring uniformity in Fo-
reign Contribution forms
(F-C) and to avoid

duplication.

The amended Rules
state that the certificate of
registration or the applica-
tion form (for fresh regis-
trations) shall specify the
purpose or purposes for
which registration is grant-
ed, chosen only from such
list of purposes as specified
in the Schedule appended
to the Rules; and the States
or Union territories in

24J6. Centre tightens norms for foreign donations

el srereEt & AT &g F At #Y 3k Fr fFar

which the NGO proposes to
undertake the activities.

The Rules also imposes
a fee on NGOs to operate
for each specified purpose,
and within each State or
Union Territory.

Some categories specifi-
cally exclude political ac-
tivities. For instance, the
“educational” purpose lists
22 activities but adds the
caveat that “awareness
programmes on constitu-
tional rights, fundamental
duties, and civic responsi-
bilities” must be “strictly
non-political in nature.”

The “cultural” purpose
lists “promotion of con-
temporary arts inspired by
Indian traditions” among
18 categories, adding the
caveat to “exclude politi-
cal/ ideological content.”

There are 16 permitted
categories of religious ac-
tivities, including “conduct
of religious education, mo-
ral instruction, satsangs,
discourses, and meditation
retreats (excluding prosely-
tisation)”, and “burial/cre-
mation ground develop-
ment and maintenance.”
There are 19 activities listed

Existing registrations must comply within the
next year; a minimum fine of ¥1 lakh will apply

under “economic” pur-
pose, and 30 items under
the “social” category.

Fines for violations

MHA notified another or-
der which specifies fines
for FCRA violations such as
excess administrative
spending, speculative in-
vestments, misuse of
funds, unauthorised re-
ceipt/use of foreign contri-
butions, and using funds
for unapproved purposes

or in unapproved
States/UTs.
Any use of funds for pur-

poses other than those for
which they were received
can attract a penalty of up
to 30% of the amount mis-
used or 1 lakh, whichever
is higher. Similarly, using
foreign funds for purposes
or in areas not covered un-
der the NGO’s approval al-
so invites a fine of 30% of
the amount or %1 lakh, whi-
chever is higher. In addi-
tion, spending beyond the
permitted expense limit is
penalised with fines calcu-
lated as a percentage of the
amount involved, subject
to a minimum of ¥1 lakh.

¢ Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) wanting to access foreign funds must now stick
to a list of activities specified by the Centre, according to the latest amendment to the Rules
of the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA), 2010, notified on Monday.

IR-TFHY FaraHT 1 379 gl g=afy gred X & fov Fg @R ganr Ui afafafear 6
T T UTelel AT GIaTT| G TTaellel HHAR i JiTergfad faded sreremer (Rfa=reren) sfafaws,
2010 & TAIAT H T 7T AdTaH My 7 fHarran g

e While NGOs seeking foreign funds are required to register under one of the five permitted
categories, hamely social, economic, educational, cultural, and religious, this is the first
time separate activity lists have been laid out for those in each category.

AT facelt &t UTee hiet o STgeh TITaH1 i AIATTSH, e, Afars, wrepfas i e
— o1 UTd 3eTAcT A0 3 & forell Teh & 3TceTeT TSiiehtoT Sh31eT 3Taedeh &, fohee] Tgell IR
TR A0l & TerT 3rerer-31erer arfafaferat i @ freRa i a1$ 3|

e NGOs must now disclose their activities, the geographical scope of their programmes, their
websites, social media accounts, and publications.

37T GITSHAT T 319N AT, FRIGAT & slanfor erRR, 319 dgasel, iAot MAfgar
Gl JAT YhIRIAT T faaoT &1 31fAary g1em|

e They must pay separate fees for each category and State or Union Territory they operate in,
as opposed to the previous single fee for FCRA registrants.

3og 319 T AS AN TAUT Y AS TSI AT FgeNfAT T2, S8l 3 PRI &, o foIT 37eT9T-31e19T Qoeh
CT BI9TT, STeIfeh Tl sharel Teh €1 Qesh ol STTdT 27|

e Any new registration must follow the new norms and existing registrations must comply with

the changes within the next year.
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Tl 7T oMYl ohY AT TG HT T UTefal AT GITT TUT Tgol A Toiiehcl HISaIT bl 3HITel Teh A
o IR 3T UREclall oh 38T BlaT §1aMT|

Any violations will be penalised with a minimum fine of ¥1 lakh, according to another order
from the Union Home Ministry.

FET I[E AT & U 3 A & 3TTAR, e o Sooiaet R w7 U o 9 &l
o;a-ﬁu-n ST3TTAT ST

The Ministry regulates all foreign donations through the FCRA.

FaTerT el sreree (Rfagse) srfRfaas & arazs & asht el g=t 1 R_fFweT Far g

Earlier amendments of the Rules only required NGOs to give an undertaking that their
acceptance of foreign funds is not likely to affect the sovereignty and integrity of India or
impact friendly relations with foreign states or disrupt communal harmony.

TGt & q& TR F charel Jg 3UET T STl AT foh HaraeT I 3mearae & fon fagelr ot Fienr
FYeT W R T WWHAT 3 3r@sar, fagel it & arer FfeT weit 3rrar e weE )
Sfcieper FaTTer ST8T IS

Key functionaries

YAE YEIRERY

The amended Rules also broaden the definition of an NGO’s “key functionary” beyond
office-bearers and directors to include trustees, partners, the Karta or head of a Hindu
Undivided Family, governing body members, and anyone else controlling or managing the
organisation.

TR PI# 7 HoreeT & “yere werftsRY” Y g & fawar R &1 319 sE Fae
aeTTRrehrY 3R fergereh € e, afceh A, AgieR, fewg rfasiora TRar i sdT ar #iE,
MY TP & T TUT HITSeT T TIIFUT AT TeleT et aTol 31T A Tard o 2nfAer gidt|

Associations having foreign nationals (other than persons of Indian origin) as key
functionaries will ordinarily not be considered eligible for registration or prior permission,
unless specifically permitted by the Centre, according to the new Rules.

AT fATAT & AR, T T & J7@ Gerahriat 7 Al AR (R 7o & caiedat
I DIFHY) AMTA §, 3¢ AIHI: TSHThI0T I 94 AT & ToIT UT 7gT HAAT ST, ST cleh
fo g TR Ay &9 & segaAfa a7 2|

NGOs must also declare whether their association or any of their key functionaries brought
out any publication during the year, including books, magazines, and newspaper articles.

HaTSHi1 T Ig &1 BN YT G191 Toh AT SeTeh TITSHT 37YAT 3eTeh ol oW TeTfeshily o a9 &
R IS FehTRIeT FehTTRIcT foha &, TSresT geeh, If3ehTt 3R FAraR-uat & JehriRId o ofr
enfAer g

A senior government official said that the amendments were effected to bring uniformity in
Foreign Contribution forms and to avoid duplication.

Teh IR TR THRY & gl b T G fageft 3reee g9l & THEadr o) a2m aeld &
Vahed & 3652 ¥ fru arv g

The amended Rules state that the certificate of registration or the application form (for fresh
registrations) shall specify the purpose or purposes for which registration is granted, chosen
only from such list of purposes as specified in the Schedule appended to the Rules.

TN fA2raT o 3eTER, TSMehIOT JATOTTS 37T 7T GoflehioT & HTdeeT-a 7 3o 3eeedl &l
TS Seoid BT foteteh ToIT ToilentoT Tt foharm aram 8, 3R A 3eeed dhael [ g#t T ieTee &
fAfése g2 & 4 & g 5 Tkt |
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And the States or Union Territories in which the NGO proposes to undertake the activities.

T &, 37 AT AT heMAT T o7 8 Seol =TT B19TT ST HaTdeT 319=T Irrafaferar ganfed

FAT ATEAT B
The Rules also impose a fee on NGOs to operate for each specified purpose, and within each
State or Union Territory.

Tt & 3eaR, Ycdeh fAfése 3eged auT Ycdsh T AT HaRmidid Y7 # R el & fow

HITSAT T I3 Yook SaT 1T |

Some categories specifically exclude political activities.

T AT A Terelifas afafaflrat wr vose &9 F e W@ g

For instance, the “educational” purpose lists 22 activities but adds the caveat that

“awareness programmes on constitutional rights, fundamental duties, and civic
responsibilities” must be “strictly non-political in nature.”

3eTe]0T & fow, A& 3eged & 3iadia 22 arfafaferat gehaey &1 ar$ 8, fheq I8 Tuse fhar
AT § T “Tdenteies 3TeRRT, FAfors dedl TuT AR IAeracdl 9T MR SIerEehdT
FriFA qoter: IR-Terifa vy & e T

The “cultural” purpose lists “promotion of contemporary arts inspired by Indian traditions”
among 18 categories, adding the caveat to “exclude political/ideological content.”

“HIEF T 38T & 3icAeTd 18 ATOT &Y 18 €, faTe “HRA oo aiait & ORa aHanrele
wﬁwm’ﬁ%m%ﬁﬁr%arﬁa@@%ﬁﬁsﬂﬁmﬁ?mﬁwm
A sT6T gleiT AU

There are 16 permitted categories of religious activities, including “conduct of religious
education, moral instruction, satsangs, discourses, and meditation retreats (excluding
proselytisation)”, and “burial/cremation ground development and maintenance.”

eTiHeh ATAferat T 16 regaa ATORIT freTRer 1 ar$ &, Toretet “enfélen fove, aifcren R¥em,
HcHT, TadeT aT €7eT FATART &7 ST (Ya-aRacieT Y BIS])” dUT “GheT AT AT Tl
T faerr 3R I@R@a” A &

There are 19 activities listed under “economic” purpose, and 30 items under the “social”
category.

“IMfEF” 3eged o 3T 19 afafaferat aur “amfas” Ao & siaia 30 afafaftar ey
TG

Fines for violations

Sodusl 9T gUs

MHA notified another order which specifies fines for FCRA violations such as excess
administrative spending, speculative investments, misuse of funds, unauthorised receipt/use
of foreign contributions, and using funds for unapproved purposes or in unapproved
States/UTs.

[E AT o Ueh 377 31Me SR foharm ¢ Torae Rt sreremer (Rfarasren) srfarfasr & seow=t
X ST STTed dTel GUST ST TTAHITe TohdT 31T & | ST AT Ui feieh <33, HeclcH 1T,
€T T g ANT, TACRIY 37RIeTed S HeATpc TTTCc 3T ST, TUT TR SecedT I
TR AN/ HGRMTHT TG 3 €1 T 3TATeT A B

Any use of funds for purposes other than those for which they were received can attract a
penalty of up to 30% of the amount misused or ¥1 lakh, whichever is higher.

fore 3eged & faw et wred fonam aram o1 38e 3ifaferd fordl 310 368 # 39T 3997 X
UR RN AT 37 TRY F 30 T 372aT Tk 1@ T, 1Y &1 317k &1, T U <IIAT ST Hehell
gl
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e Similarly, using foreign funds for purposes or in areas not covered under the NGO'’s approval
also invites a fine of 30% of the amount or ¥1 lakh, whichever is higher.

S JehI, HaTSeT 1 Fllehel 3EGRAT AT &¥HT § a6 Tl et T 3uier et o¥ o Tfdr & 30
Ffrere 3rerar veh A 9, S ot 31 1, o1 AT e e

¢ In addition, spending beyond the permitted expense limit is penalised with fines calculated as
a percentage of the amount involved, subject to a minimum of ¥1 lakh.

g8 TR, HeAT g QAT & 3T T el X Faiftla TR o 3re7dred & gus oemar
ST, TS aehY g QAT Toh o1 T4 gt

Reconnect public health with people’s needs

ublic health policies, like other public

policies, are crucial in determining the

overall health of the population and

are an important contributor to a
nation seeking to reap the benefits of its
demographic dividend. One of the major claims
of health policies in recent years has been the
achievement of universal health coverage (UHC),
anovel idea that seeks to ensure that every
individual has access to needed health services
without suffering financial hardship. Yet, populist
ideas often dominate public policy despite
evidence to the contrary, as seen in the case of
publicly funded health insurance schemes. The
changing nature of public health policy in recent
years is particularly concerning, not only because
it has often failed to be evidence-based, but also
because of its inability to guarantee even minimal
health benefits to the population.

More troubling is the failure of public health
policies to improve access to health care at a time
when such access is deteriorating significantly
owing to rising costs in the private sector and
poor quality in the public sector. Two recent
government initiatives — the Ayushman Bharat
Health and Wellness Centres and the Digital
Health Mission — illustrate these inadequacies.

The interpretation

The Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness
Centres, introduced as a policy initiative in 2018,
were intended to strengthen health
infrastructure. What eventually happened,
however, was that the names and identities of
grassroots-level institutions — namely, the health
sub-centres (SCs), primary health centres (PHCs),
and community health centres (CHCs) — were
altered by mandatorily adding “Health and
Wellness Centre” as a prefix. The identity of these
grassroots institutions and their mandates have
evolved over time based on their roles within the
district health system. The use of a common
prefix has created considerable ambiguity among
health professionals and policymakers regarding
their actual mandate. Another consequence of
the “health and wellness” approach has been a
shift in focus from population health outcomes to
individual well-being. The major challenge in
using well-being as an outcome measure lies in
the elusive and subjective nature of the concept
itself.

A historical inquiry into the concept of
wellness reveals that it was initially used to
denote the absence of disease and was often
contrasted with illness. It was also frequently
used interchangeably with health. During the
1950s, the wellness movement popularised the
idea of positive well-being by conceptualising
health beyond its biological dimensions. The
mental cure model similarly emphasised the
psychological and spiritual aspects of healing.
Influenced by these developments, the World

Professor with the
Department of Public
Health Sciences,
Central University

of Kerala,

Kasaragod, Kerala

Access to
curative care
and stronger
institutions
must anchor
India’s
health policy

Health Organization (WHO) defined health as not
merely the absence of disease, thereby
promoting the notion of positive well-being. Over
time, wellness expanded beyond physiological
health to include mental, spiritual, social and
environmental dimensions, offering a more
holistic understanding of health. In public health,
however, the emphasis shifted towards health
promotion — a population-based approach that
recognises how social, economic and
environmental conditions shape people’s ability
to adopt healthy behaviours.

Another reason for preferring health
promotion over wellness was the greater rigour
and feasibility associated with measuring the
former. There are no universally accepted
measures of well-being at the population level, as
the concept is inherently individualistic and
deeply subjective. Unlike health promotion, the
concept of wellness places the primary
responsibility on individuals, assuming that they
possess the capacity and opportunity to modify
their health-related choices. In doing so, it often
underestimates the structural and social
determinants that shape health outcomes.

The individualisation of health

The shift from population health status to
individual well-being is a consequence of the
changing wellness narrative brought by the public
health policy. The implication is that health
status, which was previously assessed through
unmet needs in preventive, promotive, curative
and rehabilitative care - including access to basic
services such as drinking water, food and
nutrition, chronic disease management,
emergency care, and maternal and child health
services — is increasingly being replaced by the
aspiration to achieve individual well-being. This
shift in focus has contributed to the rise of health
coaches and the proliferation of social media
messages promoting individual well-being, often
under the banner of public health.

When health outcomes are framed primarily in
terms of individual well-being, there is a risk of
failing to systematically capture a wide range of
unmet health needs that remain significant for
the population. The broader narrative
increasingly suggests that the achievement of
individual well-being is the ultimate objective of
health and wellness centres. This presents a
serious challenge. As the well-known principle in
management states, “If you cannot measure it,
you cannot improve it”. Given the inherently
subjective nature of well-being, an excessive
policy focus on this outcome may undermine the
ability to evaluate health systems effectively and
address concrete deficiencies in health care
access and service delivery.

Another major public health policy initiative of
recent years is the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Health Mission (ABDHM), whose principal

24J6. Reconnect public health with people’s needs
FACATELT FY AW A HTERIFATI & GoT: A3

objective is to create a digital repository of health
information for every individual through a unique
health ID, known as the ABHA card. In addition,
the mission seeks to maintain registries of health
facilities, health-care professionals and
information related to health insurance. However,
an information portal containing health records
and details of health infrastructure cannot, by
itself, address the challenges posed by inadequate
access to health care. Nor does it justify the
annual budget of around ¥300 crore to the
ABDHM in the absence of measurable outcomes.

Factors behind inadequate access to care

It is well established that inadequate access to
health care in India stems from the
unaffordability of care in the private sector and
the lack of quality health-care facilities in the
public sector. Merely creating databases of
individual health records, health facilities and
health-care professionals cannot improve access
to health care. If the argument is that information
is the first step towards strengthening the health
system, there exists a substantial body of reports
and datasets that provide such information.

The more pertinent question is how
information contained in an individual’s health
record, through an ABHA card, can guarantee
access to health care when health-care
infrastructure remains grossly inadequate and
unaffordable for large sections of the population.
Even if every individual in a district possesses an
ABHA card and all health facilities and
health-care professionals are digitally mapped,
the delivery of health care still requires a robust
institutional mechanism. Unfortunately, the
ABDHM, as currently designed, has little to say
about the provisioning of care. It primarily
generates information on individuals, facilities
and health-care professionals, all of which
continue to operate largely in silos.

It is therefore difficult to identify a compelling
public health rationale for this scale of data
generation. What is missing from current policy
initiatives are concrete measures to strengthen
public health-care institutions, as envisaged
under India’s three-tier health-care system.
Instead, these institutions continue to weaken in
many parts of the country.

For most people, access to curative care
constitutes an immediate and pressing need. Only
after these basic health-care requirements are
met can individuals meaningfully engage with
preventive and promotive health interventions.
When public health policies fail to recognise
people’s felt needs, they risk becoming mere
vehicles for advancing the priorities of
policymakers and health-care providers rather
than addressing the actual concerns of the
population.

The views expressed are personal

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in )

Page19



9971932488
it

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Two recent government initiatives — the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres
and the Digital Health Mission — illustrate these inadequacies.

BTel T & TRHRY Ugel — HTISHTT AR oY US ooy He o Bivrea g e — 5o
FHIAIT T TISC T F g2l &

The interpretation

cqrEdT

The Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres, introduced as a policy initiative in
2018, were intended to strengthen health infrastructure.

a¥ 2018 # AT Tgel & T H TRH FhT 7T HYSAT AR oY Us doa Hel &l 3687
FATELT HAETTAT 1 GGG Hall AT|

What eventually happened, however, was that the names and identities of grassroots-level
institutions — namely, the health sub-centres (SCs), primary health centres (PHCs), and
community health centres (CHCs) — were altered by mandatorily adding “Health and
Wellness Centre” as a prefix.

ey 3icter: g3 g o Safielt Tk o Teem3it — 372 Fareed 394 (SCs), WrafAe F@red
&% (PHCs) 3R WIS Fareed &g (CHCs) — o =11 3R 9gdleT &I “Health and Wellness
Centre” 39deT far 9 & Siga gRafdd X far =

Influenced by these developments, the World Health Organization (WHO) dee ned health as
not merely the absence of disease, thereby promoting the notion of positive well-being.

g1 TaehTal & yenTfareT glent fared Fareed Harser (WHO) = TR Y shdel 9T T Jefafeufal
T AT, THTH ThRIcHD hedTuT shl JITURUT Sl FGIar Hel|

Over time, wellness expanded beyond physiological health to include mental, spiritual,
social and environmental dimensions, o ering a more holistic understanding of health.

AT & TTY delaid I JTUROT AR TARELT T A dohl AATAS, FTeATcHS, AHTTSIS
3R afraRofar 3t i ol et et ey, Torerdy Tareey i 1 ey Taet faehfd g3

Another major public health policy initiative of recent years is the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Health Mission (ABDHM), whose principal objective is to create a digital repository of health
information for every individual through a unique health ID, known as the ABHA card.

BTeT & N 1 Teh 31 YHW AIdolioieh TaRELY Al Tgel HgsATT R B dou e
(ABDHM) &, TSIEhT & 3e2T Ycdish ekl hT TARLY STleThRT T Teh f3TSTeel 85K AR

FT &, TS AT ABHA F1S A1HS Uas fAfRISe Tareey ugaisT &A1 Yeri T Sy 1

In addition, the mission seeks to maintain registries of health facilities, health-care
professionals and information related to health insurance.

S8 HTARTF, T AT FARELT FEATA!, TARELIHAAT TAUT T AT § T Gt &
G & TATT T T TATH FAT G |

However, an information portal containing health records and details of health infrastructure
cannot, by itself, address the challenges posed by inadequate access to health care.

glellieh, TARFLY 3Tl 3R T AT o [Faolt & Jercl Teh AT Gl 3H9e 3T
Waﬁﬁﬁmmﬁmmwwaﬁwml

Nor does it justify the annual budget of around ¥300 crore to the ABDHM in the absence of
measurable outcomes.

3T E Tg, AT IROMAT & 3737 H, ABDHM Sl f&T ST aTer 19797971 €300 F3 & a1
gl 1 37T seddT gl

Factors behind inadequate access to care

Wﬂmﬁaa:m‘mqg“aaema;m
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It is well established that inadequate access to health care in India stems from the
unaffordability of care in the private sector and the lack of quality health-care facilities in
the public sector.

T -3 TAAT T2 & o HRT H Faeeq JA1t Foh AT Tg T J97 HROT forsi &1
# 3UUR &1 A& AT (Unaffordability of Care) T @rdsifeteh &1 & JUTaaT 0l TR
giauTsit 1 37879 B

Merely creating databases of individual health records, health facilities and health-care
professionals cannot improve access to health care.

Faol ITFIITT TARELY HAA@Y, T FEUTET 3R Fareegs FHaY & ey IR o & AT
ﬁmw@mﬁamqgﬁﬁgmaﬁmmml

If the argument is that information is the first step towards strengthening the health system,
there exists a substantial body of reports and datasets that provide such information.

I 7g o T ST o Fareea Jomrelt &1 Yoo e T fem & Foalr qgell e &, of Tl
ST 3TeTst] aTet atell g R 31X 31TersT-Harg dgel & & Hisle &1

The more pertinent question is how information contained in an individual’s health record,
through an ABHA card, can guarantee access to health care when health-care
infrastructure remains grossly inadequate and unaffordable for large sections of the
population.

e HgcaquT 921 Ig & Toh Tl cafer & Ty 1ol & 3Tt STelshRl, ABHA FT8 &
HIEAA H, TAELT HaAT3HT T TgT BT IRET H & Febell ¢, STelfoh TR @I 373 oY
ST & 73 TR % foT 3rediel Iraiae AN 7 g

Even if every individual in a district possesses an ABHA card and all health facilities and

health-care professionals are digitally mapped, the delivery of health care still requires a
robust institutional mechanism.

s7or &1 TRl ToTer &7 Ul cafFd ABHA T8 T@dT 8t 31 Tefy Tareey et aur
TATEYH AT T F3TSreel ATATRIA0T Y T a13m 8, fhT off Taree Jar3it & werra faavor &
ToIT Ueh Yoo WEURTA T T 3TaeGehcll S=il Tgail &

It primarily generates information on individuals, facilities and health-care professionals, all of
which continue to operate largely in silos.

Ig AL AT, TATELY TEATAT 3R TarEegs 33T & afd FeR) 3cdes HIdT §, T
T Tt 319 3t 93 AT IR 3TAeT-3709T IR I F9 & H Al o

For most people, access to curative care constitutes an immediate and pressing need.
31TRreRTer 9Tt & foIT IUURICHS FTaey a1t (Curative Care) T TET T dleshliond A
AT HAgedqoT AT ehdl g

Only after these basic health-care requirements are met can individuals meaningfully engage
with preventive and promotive health interventions.

ST IAATE TAELY HTTRARAT3N T el o a1 Y cafered Terret & & faara (Preventive) T
FAIELT "atieT (Promotive Health Interventions) el 39T & 81197 of T B

When public health policies fail to recognise people’s felt needs, they risk becoming mere
vehicles for advancing the priorities of policymakers and health-care providers rather than
addressing the actual concerns of the population.

SIS Ao TR AT W91t Y arEcideh Td JHefsTacied LT3N T Tgalelat & father
Edl §, 9 3 STAEEIT Y arEd AT GHEAT3T T AT et & ToliT hdd Ald- A3 3K
TITELT [T HETAT3HT T ITATREHATIT Y T3 FETer hl ATETH T Tg SATe T ANTEH 3oTdT 8 |
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Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs) / Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
* Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs) were launched as one of the two
pillars of the Ayushman Bharat Programme in 2018.

* Their objective is to transform existing Sub-Health Centres (SHCs) and Primary Health Centres
(PHCs) into facilities that provide Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC) closer to people's
homes.

* In recent years, AB-HWCs have been renamed Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (AAMSs).

Why Were Health and Wellness Centres Needed?

Earlier, many government health centres focused mainly on:

* Maternal and child health.

* Immunization.

» Family welfare services.

However, India was witnessing a rapid rise in:

* Diabetes.

* Hypertension.

* Heart diseases.

* Cancer.

» Mental health problems.

» Elderly care needs.

Therefore, the government expanded the scope of primary healthcare through Health and Wellness
Centres.

Main Objective

» To provide universal, accessible, affordable and quality primary healthcare.

* To shift healthcare from a "disease-treatment model" to a preventive and wellness-based model.
* To reduce the need for patients to travel long distances for basic healthcare services.
Services Provided

Unlike traditional sub-centres, Health and Wellness Centres provide a much broader range of
services.

Maternal and Child Health

 Antenatal care.

* Postnatal care.

* Immunization.

* Nutrition counselling.

Communicable Diseases

* Tuberculosis.

* Malaria.

* Dengue.

* Other infectious diseases.

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs)

* Hypertension screening.

* Diabetes screening.

« Cancer screening.

* Follow-up treatment and counselling.

Mental Health Services

* Basic counselling.

* Early identification and referral.

Geriatric Care

* Health services for elderly persons.

Palliative and Rehabilitative Care

* Care for chronically ill patients.

Emergency Medical Services

* Basic emergency care and referral support.

Free Medicines and Diagnostics

* Essential drugs.

Pagez Z

* Basic laboratory investigations.
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Health Team at a Health and Wellness Centre

A typical centre may include:

« Community Health Officer (CHO).

* ANM (Auxiliary Nurse Midwife).

* ASHA worker.

* Multi-purpose health workers.

The CHO often serves as the primary clinical leader at the facility.

Wellness Activities

These centres do not focus only on illness.

They also promote:

* Yoga.

» Meditation.

* Physical activity.

* Healthy lifestyle awareness.

* Nutrition education.

As of mid-2025, crores of wellness sessions had been conducted across the country.
How It Helps a Common Citizen

Example

Suppose a villager in Uttar Pradesh develops symptoms of diabetes.

Earlier:

» They might need to travel to a district hospital.

» Spend money on transport.

» Wait for consultation.

Now:

* Screening can be done at a nearby Health and Wellness Centre.

» Medicines and follow-up care may be available locally.

» Only complicated cases are referred to higher hospitals.

This reduces both cost and inconvenience.

Achievements

National Scale

» The Government originally planned to establish 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres across
India.

* By October 2025, more than 1,80,906 Ayushman Arogya Mandirs had become operational.
* By May 2026, active centres had crossed 1.85 lakh nationwide.

Disease Screening

Large-scale screening has been conducted for:

* Hypertension.

* Diabetes.

* Oral cancer.

* Breast cancer.

* Cervical cancer.

Telemedicine

» More than 41 crore teleconsultations had been delivered through Ayushman Arogya Mandirs by
October 2025.

Connection with Ayushman Bharat

Ayushman Bharat has two major components:

Component 1

* Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (Health & Wellness Centres).

» Focus on primary healthcare and disease prevention.

Component 2

* Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY).

* Provides health insurance coverage for hospitalization and secondary/tertiary care.
Together they aim to provide a continuum of care from prevention to hospitalization.

Pagez 3
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT DIGITAL HEALTH MISSION (ABDM)

» The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) is the Government of India's flagship initiative to
create a national digital health ecosystem.

* It is implemented by the National Health Authority (NHA) under the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.

» The mission aims to connect patients, hospitals, doctors, laboratories, pharmacies, and health
insurance systems through a secure digital platform.

+ ABDM was launched nationally in September 2021 after being initially introduced as the National
Digital Health Mission (NDHM).

Need for ABDM

* India's healthcare system has traditionally relied on paper records.

* Patients often carry prescriptions, reports, and medical files from one hospital to another.

» Medical records are frequently lost, duplicated, or inaccessible.

» Different hospitals and laboratories often operate separate information systems.

* ABDM seeks to create a unified, interoperable, and consent-based digital health infrastructure.
Objectives of ABDM

* To build an integrated digital health ecosystem.

* To provide every citizen with a unique digital health identity.

» To enable secure sharing of health records with patient consent.

* To improve efficiency, accessibility, affordability, and quality of healthcare.

* To reduce paperwork and duplication of medical tests.

Major Components of ABDM

Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA)

» ABHA is a unique digital health identity for every citizen.

* It serves as a digital gateway to access and manage health records.

» Citizens can create and use an ABHA number to store and share medical records electronically.
Health Facility Registry (HFR)

* A national database of hospitals, clinics, laboratories, and healthcare facilities.

* Helps citizens identify and access verified healthcare institutions.

Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR)

* A centralized registry of doctors and healthcare professionals.

» Promotes authenticity and trust in healthcare services.

Personal Health Records (PHR)

» Citizens can maintain lifelong digital health records.

* Records remain under the control of the individual and can be shared only with consent.

Scan and Share Facility

« Patients can scan a QR code at hospitals for faster OPD registration.

* Reduces waiting time and paperwork.
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Civil Services Preliminary Examination
2026: tough by design or default?

An exam meant to filter talent is increasingly seen as rejecting it, raising questions about fairness, design, and whether the system is identifying

merit — a warning that calls for deeper reflection and timely course correction, rather than remaining a mere instance of acknowledgement

Gopala Krishna V.

The story so far:
he Civil Services (Preliminary)
Examination, introduced in
1979 following the Kothari
Committee’s
recommendations, was designed as a
screening mechanism - a ‘filter and
funnel’ — to shortlist candidates for the
descriptive Main examination. In its
original format, it consisted of two
components: an optional subject paper at
the graduate level and a General Studies
paper, with the optional paper carrying
greater weight. For many years, this
system functioned smoothly with minor
changes.

The Alagh Committee set up in 2000
observed that the preliminary exam
should have an optional paper to assess
the intellectual competence of the
aspirant and maintain its connection with
the university system. It also proposed a
Civil Services Aptitude Test (CSAT) which
would evaluate skills such as general
awareness, problem-solving, data analysis
and decision-making. The committee also
recommended that the questions at the
preliminary exam should be made
challenging and a case-study approach
should be adopted.

In 2009, the S.K. Khanna Committee
recommended that the Preliminary
Examination should be renamed as the
Civil Services Aptitude Test with two
common papers at the Preliminary. The
preliminary exam was reconstituted to
comprise two papers — General Studies
Paper- I and General Studies Paper- II.
The Paper I covers all conventional areas
in ‘Humanities’, while Paper- Il has
questions on quantitative aptitude,
reasoning, comprehension, interpersonal
skills and communication,
decision-making and problem-solving.
The components of Paper- Il were
designed to test whether the aspirant had
the ability to imbibe new technologies.

Both the papers had equal weightage and
the combined marks in both the papers
were taken to determine merit. This
change practically delinked the
Preliminary Examination with the
university system. After a few years, due
to protests, Paper-1 known as CSAT was
made qualifying in nature. In practice,
this meant that nearly five lakh aspirants
were narrowed down to about 10,000
candidates solely based on their
performance in the 100 questions
attempted over two hours.

Bringing down the vast pool of
aspirants to a manageable number
through a paper comprising just 100
questions is an inherently difficult task. As
a result, examiners were forced to
constantly reinvent and compile the most
unpredictable questions. Over time, it
became quite evident that the objective of
selecting candidates was being
overshadowed by the need to eliminate
them. Even the qualifying paper became
a tool for rejection, with overall difficulty
level of questions rising.

What changed this year?

Against this evolving backdrop, the Civil
Services (Preliminary) Examination held
in May has come under widespread
criticism for the perceived inequity in the
distribution and format of questions.
Many aspirants found the paper unusually
difficult and unpredictable — concerns
that were publicly acknowledged by the
UPSC Chairman, who expressed empathy
with candidates.

This has sparked a broader debate on
whether the nature of the paper was an
unintended outcome of systemic
constraints or a deliberate shift in
examination design, and more
importantly, what course corrections are
needed to ensure fairness, balance and
credibility in the screening process.

This year, UPSC committed itself to
greater transparency, and agreed to
release the answer key of the preliminary

exam immediately after it. Openness also
meant that the questions had to be set
from verifiable authoritative sources. The
questions were framed using carefully
curated information drawn from
government websites.

Attempting the question paper entailed
sifting through 55 pages and
comprehending 40,000 words in two
hours. In addition to this, the subject-wise
distribution of questions was distorted
and the style of questioning underwent a
noticeable shift. Consequently, the
aspirants found no link between their
preparation and the questions. They had
to make guesses, “some informed” and
“some wild”. Solving previous years’
questions, which was considered as the
gold standard was also of no help.

This gap between the preparation and
examination, coupled with the element of
surprise, prompted the aspirants to voice
their concerns. The democratisation of
expression through social media
platforms further amplified the protests,
creating a snowballing effect.

The nature of the question paper, thus,
appears to be less a matter of a deliberate
design and more a consequence of
systemic constraints — a by-product of a
short-sighted examination pattern
established 15 years ago. In retrospect, the
committee which introduced the pattern
overlooked a dictum that is crucial in
policy formulation; that anticipation is the
highest form of competence. It failed to
adequately foresee the challenge of
balancing the increasing number of
aspirants with a relatively static number
of vacancies.

What is the way out?

The perceived unfairness of the
Preliminary Examination has been widely
voiced by aspirants and has also been
recently flagged by a Parliamentary
Committee. However, the Chairman’s
acknowledgement of the paper’s difficulty
should not remain a mere instance of

proverbial “ventilation therapy.” Many
crises in governance are not sudden
surprises; they are warning signals that
were noticed but not acted upon in time.
This appears to be one such signal — one
that calls for deeper reflection and timely
course correction.

It is time for the government to appoint
a committee to revisit the examination
pattern and make suitable long-term
changes after public consultation. The
UPSC has been collecting information
regarding the socio-economic profile of
the aspirants. They have information
about the distribution of applicants based
on place of birth, schools and colleges
attended, status of parents etc. as they are
collecting this information at the
preliminary stage itself. This information
should be used as an input to align the
scheme of examination to the background
of the aspirants.

Questions may be unpredictable by
design, but aspirants should not feel that
they are incapable of rising up to the
required level of the questions or the
highest positions in the country are
beyond their reach. The government
must undertake reforms both in the
examination system and the university
framework by introducing ‘bridge
courses’ along the lines of the
recommendations of the Second
Administrative Reforms Commission.
Such measures would help restore visible
alignment between education and
assessment.

The education system and public
employment emanate from the same
source — the government. Any disconnect
between the two risks eroding their trust
in the system. Respecting the aspirations
of this generation and sustaining their
faith is the order of the day. It is better to
prevent a crisis rather than ‘firefight’ one.

The writer is the Director of Brain Tree,
Hyderabad, an institute training
candidates for the civil services
examination.

24J36. Civil Services Preliminary Examination 2026: tough by design or default?

fafder ar yrf@e wdiew 2026: eyt w0 & FHiser ar aRfPufager?

e The Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination, introduced in 1979 following the Kothari
Committee’s recommendations, was designed as a screening mechanism — a filter and
funnel’ — to shortlist candidates for the descriptive Main examination.

Fror FfAfa Hr wIReT & 3R I 1979 7 IRF Fr 713 R dar (TRTFHF) 9dam FF v
T T — AT ‘Gl U TqT FHHAT — & I F IR foha aram o, Arfeh qofeiicas 7&g
o&T & fow 33t & T AR 5w |

e Inits original format, it consisted of two components: an optional subject paper at the
graduate level and a General Studies paper, with the optional paper carrying greater weight.

379e Hel FIET A SHA &Y Tk &: Folldeh Fl 1 Ueh ddhfeud @9 qea797 R U qeeT
IS T, T Ihfous AT o1 371 Agca fear arar am|
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For many years, this system functioned smoothly with minor changes.
F% ql % g SATEAT BIE-AIE IR & H1Y G 9 F FH A |
The Alagh Committee set up in 2000 observed that the preliminary exam should have an

optional paper to assess the intellectual competence of the aspirant and maintain its
connection with the university system.

2000 # a1fecT 3rerer WA 71 Gy T2 foh TRTFs7R wlreTm & veh dhfoush fawar geaa= giar
aifee, arfer 3reaRiaT & dlaftes aTHdT &1 3ehelet fohaT ST Hah 3R 98T 1 faRafacares
JUTTell ¥ TaY FAT |

It also proposed a Civil Services Aptitude Test (CSAT) which would evaluate skills such as
general awareness, problem-solving, data analysis and decision-making.

afafa & Rafae Aar afAeRr Tdenm =1 off yearT @r, Y AT FRTRGAT, THEAT-HTETT,
HiersT fa2eryor qaT fHAoTa-fAAToT SIe &THAT3HT 1 FHodieha H |

The committee also recommended that the questions at the preliminary exam should be
made challenging and a case-study approach should be adopted.

TATT & I 87 37T Y o TRIFTeR TRIGT & FeaT 31fereh Yalchyol S=i1T ST T Jahior-
ey e g1 3a=rT ST |

In 2009, the S.K. Khanna Committee recommended that the Preliminary Examination should
be renamed as the Civil Services Aptitude Test with two common papers at the Preliminary.

2009 # TH.F. Weoll AIAT 7 3e7eia & o TRTFsTeh Tl1eT T Tawy IRafdd T &l T
eTq4T arell fAfae 4t fAT R gdiatr s Sv|

The preliminary exam was reconstituted to comprise two papers — General Studies Paper-|
and General Studies Paper-Il.

b S TRTEH TLIETT T & T — WA AT FA9T-1 3R AHT FCTTT JeATH-
2 — & &9 A G T aram|
The Paper | covers all conventional areas in Humanities, while Paper-Il has questions on

quantitative aptitude, reasoning, comprehension, interpersonal skills and communication,
decision-making and problem-solving.

gATT-1 H AT & Tft IRuR fawr enfae frvw arw, SFafe weaus-2 & amrcas afas,
ThATET, SEETEITT, IREIRE e, IR, FoTT-fAH0T T2ar FaEar-gara ¥ G9iadg 92
W 7|

The components of Paper-Il were designed to test whether the aspirant had the ability to
imbibe new technologies.

TATF-2 & TCHI I 3H ThR AR [hT 3131 AT foh T Siram 511 T o 31692f 775 Sieaiffaar
T TGUT e T &THAT Tl © AT 7el |

Both the papers had equal weightage and the combined marks in both the papers were taken
to determine merit.

SIT YAYAT ! THIT Hgcd TeIT AT TAT ST F UTTd 37ehT & T & 3R W AR [uiRa $ir
TS|

Against this evolving backdrop, the Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination held in May
has come under widespread criticism for the perceived inequity in the distribution and format
of questions.

5 Tah A gt qoasifd # 71§ & Ao Rafarer Qar (IrfFers) afiaw weat & faaror 3k
TIET H HIAT 3GATTAT 3 HRUT AT 3Tr=T T AT aF TS|

Many aspirants found the paper unusually difficult and unpredictable — concerns that were
publicly acknowledged by the UPSC Chairman, who expressed empathy with candidates.

3T 13T TTTT T IHHT & & FideT 31T 39eT1RAT IR—T — 37 RT3 Tl 6 oh
[T TN & IeFeT A 3 WIoiTieh & § TR har aam 3reafdat & gfcr dgrgeifer saekd |
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The questions were framed using carefully curated information drawn from government
websites.

SREAT ST TAATOT TRPRY ASTHTSET A TSl HAUTAYd T STeTehRY & TR W fehar |

Attempting the question paper entailed sifting through 55 pages and comprehending 40,000
words in two hours.

RIS Gl el o ToIT FATILT & 55 YOI T ITEATT H{eAT IST AT ATH & Tl 3 ofareraT

40,000 2TeCT T GHSTAT IST|

In addition to this, the subject-wise distribution of questions was distorted and the style of
guestioning underwent a noticeable shift.

g8 3T, TSR gt 1 faaeor 3raciord T 3R e qoet i el 7 off Tuse gRacs
Crepipll

This gap between the preparation and examination, coupled with the element of surprise,
prompted the aspirants to voice their concerns.

T 3R odYeTr & e Tg AR TAUT ITTRATAT T dcd I3ITHIT Y =T RIATY e Fled &
T IR T |

The nature of the question paper, thus, appears to be less a matter of a deliberate design and
more a consequence of systemic constraints — a by-product of a short-sighted examination
pattern established 15 years ago.

38 YR, TRA9T Y Fepfdl el GiAafSreT Ioreifey o aRommet e 3R caaeymerd dasit
qRoTe 3170 Teet @it & — T oreTeter 15 a¥ qd TR Ue gug et et gty &1 39-

3cq1E B

In retrospect, the committee which introduced the pattern overlooked a dictum that is crucial
in policy formulation; that anticipation is the highest form of competence.

QeRTdclleheT el X Felicd BIelT & Foh 58 I1eT qeeifcl sht oo it arell AfAfd o #ifey-fasfor &
Teh HgedquT eIt shr SULT hr oY, 37UTe] GaTTATT Y &THdT € Wafed gatd gt g

It failed to adequately foresee the challenge of balancing the increasing number of aspirants
with a relatively static number of vacancies.

R 33Tt B el T AT 3T e Rl 3 e Heporet € H) 1 gotlel
T AT T AT AT e a1 Fehr|

The UPSC has been collecting information regarding the socio-economic profile of the
aspirants.

T itk HaT 3mAeTr 31t it wrenfore-anfie qeasfa & Faftia serel thT a W R

They have information about the distribution of applicants based on place of birth, schools
and colleges attended, status of parents etc. as they are collecting this information at the
preliminary stage itself.

HTANT & U1 HFATIAT & STeAedTe, 3eade fhu arv fagarert iR Fgrfacarerl, Arar-Rar
TR 377 ¥ TITT FATHARRY 3UTY &, FAiTeh Tg TAa0T YRIFSTF T 9T &) Uehd foham Srar 2

The government must undertake reforms both in the examination system and the university
framework by introducing ‘bridge courses’ along the lines of the recommendations of the
Second Administrative Reforms Commission.

T T A1 FRIAfereh FUR AT 6 RAGIRRIT & o6 - ITGAHAT T YT il §C
et Yol 3R faeafaearers g gt # gurR e =ifgv |
Such measures would help restore visible alignment between education and assessment.

U 39T RIET 3R Hediehel o e TISC HHTET Y JAEATAT el 7 HerIeh gid |
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RBI tweaks process
to onboard MSMEs
on TReDS platform

MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) issued its final direc-
tions on Trade Receivables
Discounting System
(TReDS) for MSMEs to sim-
plify the system.

The banking regulator
fixed a minimum net
worth of ¥25 crore and cer-
tification by a statutory
auditor to provide dis-
counting services. Entities

providing the service have
been given a deadline of
March 31, 2028 to comply
with networth norm.
TReDS is an online plat-
form which aids small busi-
nesses auction invoices or
trade receivables to banks
and other financial institu-
tions to unlock working
capital. The move seeks to
aid MSMEs receive custom-
er payments as they might
face issues in converting
trade receivables to cash.

24J6. RBI tweaks process to onboard
MSMEs on TReDS platform

IRAHTE & TReDS TATHIH T MSMES &Y
A FI Y ufshar A aearg fFan

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued its final
directions on Trade Receivables Discounting System
(TReDS) for MSMEs to simplify the system.

AR Rerd dF (RBI) & JoOTTel &l & Fllel o forw |a,
g 3R Fea 3eFAT (MSMES) & ¢3 Rdldaew
BT Rved (TReDS) W 319 3ifas fader sy fru|

e The banking regulator fixed a minimum net worth
of ¥25 crore and certification by a statutory auditor to
provide discounting services.

dTeRaT forameTes o ETRI3TET JaTT UeTe et & forw
A 25 FO3 Y Acad quT dunfas aar wdars
(Statutory Auditor) GaRT JHTUTT 3fary frar g

e Entities providing the service have been given a deadline of March 31, 2028 to comply with
net worth norm.

g TAT Y&TeT et dTell HEAT3T T 31 AT, 2028 dh Acad Haell ATAGST T UTeled el Sl
FAG-AATEY TS B

e TReDS is an online platform which aids small businesses auction invoices or trade
receivables to banks and other financial institutions to unlock working capital.

TReDS Tah 3{TTciTSsT Tlchid § Sil DI cTadTl ol 370 STaISH 372aT ST yieaar
(Trade Receivables) Fr e dobt 3R 37 AT TEAAT B et F TERIAT T &, foad
3e¢ FwrIefter Ieft (Working Capital) STeeT &1 &eh |

e The move seeks to aid MSMES receive customer payments as they might face issues in
converting trade receivables to cash.

g HeH MSMES &I ITEehT H [T TS el H TG YeTel el & 365 H 3SHAT IATE,
Fifer 3¢ TR WIfeaAT (Trade Receivables) & e & aRafdd aiat & wisaal &1

HIHAT YT IS ThdT & |
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Evident distress
Stress from the West Asia crisis has
revealed economic pain

‘ s the resolution process of the West Asia

crisis drags on, an increasing number of

economic metrics are exposing key weak-
nesses in the Indian economy. Many of these ex-
isted before the crisis broke out in late February
and are now becoming apparent as the economy
faces stress. The latest data on the Index of Eight
Core Industries show that these sectors cumula-
tively grew just 0.5% in May 2026, the second-
lowest in 21 months. It would have been easy to
pass this off as a war-related impact, but the data
also show that the index grew by an almost equal-
ly anaemic 1.1% over the course of the entire fi-
nancial year 2025-26. What remains a concern is
that the domestic crude oil and natural gas sec-
tors continued their multi-year streaks of con-
tractions in May as well. By this time, the third
month of the conflict, oil prices had settled some-
what lower than their April peaks. As a result, oil
imports by oil marketing companies began rising
once again to meet domestic demand. A strategic
goal continues to be missed here. While import-
ed oil can be used to meet demand, domestic
production should nevertheless be ramped up to
fill strategic reserves. This reserve oil, even of in-
ferior quality, can be released in times of shor-
tage. The same holds true for natural gas. With
natural gas imports and domestic production
contracting, it followed that the fertilizer sector
would also contract. The good news, however, is
that the contraction — of 0.9% in May 2026 — was
much lower than it was even two months earlier.
In any case, what impact the ‘super El Nifio’ will
have on fertilizer demand is still uncertain.

Coal production, too, contracted by the most
in nearly a year. As the summer continues to heat
up, electricity generation will increasingly have
to rely on variable renewable sources or costly
imported coal. Notably, the core sectors are not
the only ones revealing economic distress. The
latest Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue data
too show that domestic economic activity seems
to be slowing. Revenues from domestic transac-
tions contracted 2.6% in May 2026. The govern-
ment argues that this is because of a one-time
windfall transfer it received in May last year. Even
so, the average growth of domestic GST revenue
over the last six months was just 3.1%, lower than
in 2025-26 and the year before that. This is not a
supply issue, since merchandise exports hit a re-
cord high in May 2026. It is a demand problem, as
low real wage growth meets rising inflation to
squeeze wallets. These are all distressing signals
even as India enters a deficient monsoon. Trade

+ deals are no substitute for hard-hitting reforms.

TS|

24J6. Evident distress
TISE HHT
e The latest data on the Index of Eight Core Industries

show that these sectors cumulatively grew just 0.5% in May 2026,
the second-lowest in 21 months.

TS Y@ A & FaHi+ (Index of Eight Core Industries) &
AelieTcTH 3iTehs eficl § o 7S 2026 F o7 811 Y Foof Jefdr el
0.5% €T, Sit Troer 21 #IAT 7 ga@ll God A Jefa g |

¢ It would have been easy to pass this off as a war-related
impact, but the data also show that the index grew by an almost
equally anaemic 1.1% over the course of the entire financial year
2025-26.

SO Feu-Tatil JeTTd HITeh el Sall AT BIclT, fohec] 3HTens Jg ot
&Rl & o R Farefrr @ 2025-26 & SR1eT TE Ferehieh ofaTsTaT 3cfatl &
FAAR T 1.1% T FaT|

¢ What remains a concern is that the domestic crude oil
and natural gas sectors continued their multi-year streaks of
contractions in May as well.

fie 1 fawar 7 § o e #ved der 3R T fas 3t & 7S 7 o
wéaﬁﬁaﬁmﬁﬁgma%mﬁwr@g@%l
e While imported oil can be used to meet demand,

domestic production should nevertheless be ramped up to fill
strategic reserves.

T AT del & HiT g Y ST Fehell €, T o Torhifas
§1SRI (Strategic Reserves) &7 #%e & fIT Ee] 3cUTe ST ST

EUyl

¢ In any case, what impact the ‘super El Nifio’ will have on
fertilizer demand is still uncertain.

fondlr ot Eurfcr &, “goR v fielY T 3ATh HIIT IR AT Fa97d T3y,
g 313l ot 31 ATRTT &

e Coal production, too, contracted by the most in nearly a
year.

FIIAT 3cTTET & 3 79T Teh gy 1 39T & ga 3178 Prae
gol T TS|

e The latest Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue data
too show that domestic economic activity seems to be slowing.

ANTTH TET TS AT F (GST) TSIEa 3ilehs o el § o ekey
3nf¥e arfafafRat el ggcdt wcha g W@ &1

e Revenues from domestic transactions contracted 2.6% in
May 2026.

S 2026 F B[ olel-3eT U Tec TsTea H 2.6% T FRrae o
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India’s next challenge — from invention to global scale

Time and again, it has anticipated

transformative technologies long before they
became mainstream. It has built impressive
scientific capabilities, developed indigenous
innovations, and demonstrated remarkable
ingenuity. Yet, in several critical sectors, it has
struggled to convert early technological
leadership into globally dominant industries.

As India embarks on ambitious missions in
semiconductors, artificial intelligence (AI),
quantum computing and space technologies, it is
worth reflecting on an important lesson from its
past: invention alone is not enough. The true
measure of technological success lies in scaling
innovation into globally competitive enterprises.

lndia has never lacked technological vision.

Ahead of its time

Consider semiconductors. India established the
Semiconductor Complex Limited (SCL) in the
1970s — when semiconductors were still an
emerging industry — recognising early that
integrated circuits would become the foundation
of the digital age. Yet, while Taiwan built TSMC
and South Korea developed Samsung’s
semiconductor empire, India failed to translate its
early lead into a globally competitive
manufacturing ecosystem. The problem was not
vision or scientific capability, but limited capital,
inadequate scale, inconsistent policy support and
an inward-looking public sector approach.

A similar story can be told about ECIL.
Established in 1967, it developed indigenous
computers, control systems and strategic
electronics when India faced severe technology
embargoes. ECIL played a vital role in building
technological self-reliance. However, its focus
remained on strategic requirements rather than
globally competitive commercial products. As a
result, scientific excellence stayed within
institutions instead of creating large industrial
ecosystems. The Simputer followed a similar
trajectory. Conceived in 1998 by Indian
technologists, it anticipated many features that
would later define smartphones and tablets. Yet,

Kiran
Mazumdar-Shaw
Executive
Chairperson,
Biocon Limited

The country
must transform
innovation into
globally
dominant
technology
enterprises

despite its innovation, the supporting ecosystem
was absent. Venture capital, software platforms,
component supply chains and consumer markets
were not mature enough to help it achieve global
scale. A few years later, Apple transformed
persenal computing through the iPhone and built
one of the world’s most valuable technology
ecosystems. The lesson is clear: being first
matters little if you cannot scale.

India has seen similar patterns elsewhere. It
developed early expertise in computing,
telecommunications and electronics. Yet, many
pioneering initiatives remained prototypes, pilots
or public-sector achievements rather than
globally dominant businesses.

Models of success

Fortunately, history also offers examples of
success. India’s pharmaceutical industry evolved
into a globally competitive manufacturing
powerhouse, making the country the pharmacy
of the world and a leading vaccine producer.
India also developed indigenous supercomputing
capabilities through the PARAM programme.
More recently, Aadhaar and UPI have shown how
technology platforms designed for scale can
transform a nation. Scale creates ecosystems,
ecosystems create industries, and industries
create global leadership.

Today, India stands at another technological
inflection point. Al, quantum computing and
space technologies are likely to shape the next
half-century, just as semiconductors and software
shaped the last. India already possesses
significant strengths in software engineering and
digital infrastructure. The challenge now is to
build globally scalable Al products and platforms.
The emergence of DeepSeek showed that
technological leadership is not only about
building the largest models. It is also about
making intelligence cheaper and more accessible.
The Al race may ultimately be won by those who
make intelligence affordable, ubiquitous and
widely available.

India is uniquely positioned to lead this

movement. Just as UPI democratised financial
inclusion, India should aspire to democratise
intelligence through low-cost, energy-efficient AT
models that can serve billions of people.

Quantum computing presents another
opportunity. Rather than merely replicating
existing approaches, India should focus on
reducing the cost of quantum infrastructure and
developing practical applications in health care,
materials science, climate modelling and drug
discovery.

The same should extend to space. The
successes of Chandrayaan and Mangalyaan
proved that frugal innovation can coexist with
world-class ambition. As computing demands
escalate globally, concepts such as space-based
data centres powered by continuous solar energy
are attracting serious attention. India should not
merely participate in these conversations; it
should lead them. We should ask bold questions
about orbital computing infrastructure,
space-based Al platforms or even data centres
and quantum communication networks.

These ideas may seem futuristic today. But so
did semiconductors, smartphones and Al when
they first emerged.

Stopping too soon
The deeper lesson from SCL, ECIL and Simputer
is not that India failed, but that it often stopped
too soon. We celebrated technological capability
before building the ecosystems needed for global
scale. The next phase of India’s technological
journey must combine self-reliance with global
ambition. The challenge is no longer merely to
invent; it is to build, scale, commercialise and
create enterprises that can compete globally.

India has already demonstrated world-class
scientific and engineering capabilities. The
opportunity now is to translate that ingenuity
into globally competitive industries that shape
the technologies of the future.

The countries that lead tomorrow may not be
those that invent first, but those that scale best.
This time, India must do both.

24J6. India’s next challenge — from invention to global scale

AR T 37Tl Foitell — IR & SRTF TR aF

¢ India has never lacked technological vision.
TR & 3l 37 Tehetieh! gTRE 1 el 718 W B

e Time and again, it has anticipated transformative technologies long before they became

mainstream.

IR-SR HR o 3e7 IR e AR 7 Jaliefalled T §, S HETURT 3 3 & Tg

agel 31T¥deca i

e |t has built impressive scientific capabilities, developed indigenous innovations, and
demonstrated remarkable ingenuity.

AT & THTIATS AT &THAT3HT T fATOT foham §, T2l sTaraR fasriad feru € 3k

3o G &1 Y frar gl

e Yet, in several critical sectors, it has struggled to convert early technological leadership into
globally dominant industries.

T 87, 31ereh G qUT &1 H R 3T GRIFHS cTeheitehl 30T Ry 1 afRaeh T @
F3caRTel et & aRafdd e & forw qad Hiar T &l

¢ As India embarks on ambitious missions in semiconductors, artificial intelligence (Al),
guantum computing and space technologies, it is worth reflecting on an important lesson
from its past: invention alone is not enough.

S-S 1R AfisFsFer, FTAw Feftrarar (Al), Farea Fogfeer ik siafiter wefardr & & &
HgcaTehi&T JTTHATAT T YT Y TgT &, 3Hh 3Tclcd & Teh Hgeaqul A T TR Tl HTaeTh
¢ Shaol 3NISHR gATed 781 8
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The true measure of technological success lies in scaling innovation into globally competitive
enterprises.

TheTehRT AT &I AR A AIIES AR T A1 T R Ifaeaeft Sea#Ar # gRafdd &t
Fr e F AT &

Consider semiconductors.

FHiFsFRT W R Hifsw|

India established the Semiconductor Complex Limited (SCL) in the 1970s — when
semiconductors were still an emerging industry — recognising early that integrated circuits
would become the foundation of the digital age.

$TRA & 1970 & &2reh 7 WHidhsael Fircasd fAfAs (SCL) i T : — 30 7T 5«
Titehgere 3cAIeT 33T YRTFeTeh HTEUT H AT — 3 TRFS & 8 Ig YgaIeT Terdr AT fob Tehlehel
aRTY (Integrated Circuits) f3fSreer JaT &t #fia sr=iat |

Yet, while Taiwan built TSMC and South Korea developed Samsung’s semiconductor
empire, India failed to translate its early lead into a globally competitive manufacturing
ecosystem.

R o, STafeh amgaTe & TSMC T faaToT fora 31k gfaor HIfaT o dower & Adfiwsae s
& faefad T, ARA 379+ IRTF3H ded Al dfRas TR W Ffaeqadlt fafasTor aikFufadr ax
# gfkafda st 7 3rawer @l

The problem was not vision or scientific capability, but limited capital, inadequate scale,
inconsistent policy support and an inward-looking public sector approach.

THEIT SIS AT SATTeTeh &THCT T wTg1 oY, afceh WA I, 3raTed YA, 3r8aTd wifdard
FHG AT e Aot foren ST g e 1 o

A similar story can be told about ECIL.

Y &Y FETelt ECIL & IR 3 1Y gl ST Thl gl

Established in 1967, it developed indigenous computers, control systems and strategic
electronics when India faced severe technology embargoes.

1967 ¥ T 38 TEAT 30 FAY TG Hegey, ot yonfort 3R aefie seaciwed
IR oAU, T HRA I TR deheilehl TTASTET ST ATHAT 1T IS IgT AT

ECIL played a vital role in building technological self-reliance.

ECIL & Tehatiehl 3TcATAIRCT o THATOT 7 Hgeaqot s1faemT eS|

The Simputer followed a similar trajectory.

RAFegex o 8fY 52 JehR T ITAT T 3FEROT R

Conceived in 1998 by Indian technologists, it anticipated many features that would later
define smartphones and tablets.

AR HleZarehr [TV SaRT 1998 H TR o SH STV & 3o7 3oteh [AATATIHT AT
QAT AT SI3TTT AT S &Te; 7 THIEDNA R oele T qgied Fai |

Yet, despite its innovation, the supporting ecosystem was absent.

Y o, A AR & FTastE, S FHL & AT TRTEATIHY T FHiolg eT 27|

Venture capital, software platforms, component supply chains and consumer markets were
not mature enough to help it achieve global scale.

FR Hea, AFCIT Colchid, Teeh 3T WY TUT STHNFAT ST Sclot faeniaicd e I foh
38 aftgs TR dF qg;’zn |

A few years later, Apple transformed personal computing through the iPhone and built one of
the world’s most valuable technology ecosystems.

TS N dle;, TOTe o HTEHIT & ACTH § STTFAaTe hegiear # shifed o & AR faea & Fady
HogdTeT Fiefarehr arRTEATehT o=t # & Teh T forToT foham|
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The lesson is clear: being first matters little if you cannot scale.

g TOse §: Afe 3T faTaR 1gt &) Tohd, ﬁmm@magammaﬁml
India has seen similar patterns elsewhere.

IR & 37 &Y3T & off 54l Uoh R & ToteT 2@ B

It developed early expertise in computing, telecommunications and electronics.
HRT & HFOIFET, GTHAR 3R AT araq H TRIF7h (AT faoh &e r o

Yet, many pioneering initiatives remained prototypes, pilots or public-sector achievements
rather than globally dominant businesses.

o 8, 3reieh 3170t Tgel ARFh TR I TIcaRTell STAH Seled oh ST shaol HIeSY, TRIele
IRASTATT IT i foieh &7 FI STATRIAT TAhT T§ TS |

India’s pharmaceutical industry evolved into a globally competitive manufacturing
powerhouse, making the country the pharmacy of the world and a leading vaccine
producer.

AR 7 3l 3g@T (Pharmaceutical Industry) U 3fRge ¥ 93 gfaeadt fafasor afea
& & 7 TIhTd g3, Torae qer 1 frea Y wrfel 21 voh 3970l dereller Seatesh S fera|

India also developed indigenous supercomputing capabilities through the PARAM
programme.

HRA o PARAM FIIHH & ATETH & Tae el FoREHFTYFE aTaard off fashfare il

More recently, Aadhaar and UPI have shown how technology platforms designed for scale
can transform a nation.

&Tel & ast 7 3R 31K UPI & I8 Yeiia frar & 1 92 Yo & fore B33rse e arw dehelidhr
TACHIH foRdY Tse i F aRafdd X Tod B

Scale creates ecosystems, ecosystems create industries, and industries create global
leadership.

faear (Scale) MRTEYTA dF (Ecosystems) FT HATOT Fear &, IRTEAAHT T 3eer &
forToT et &, 31X 3eeT dfRas Aqea &1 Ao X &

Today, India stands at another technological inflection point.

3TTST AR Tah 3R dheiiehT fAoires A1g (Inflection Point) W @sT &1

Al, quantum computing and space technologies are likely to shape the next half-century,
just as semiconductors and software shaped the last.

F e geflwan (Al), Faren Fegfear 3R srafer MeAf AT 3er arel el erarsel 1 38 YR
TR ot T THTGAT IGAT 8, ST THIhSFe R FredI o el 3737 &I AR e 2|

India already possesses significant strengths in software engineering and digital
infrastructure.

HR & U gl @ &1 Aireaa’ senfaafier 3K fBforee srawvaar & &7 & Agcaqo efAdmd
Hlela &l

The challenge now is to build globally scalable Al products and platforms.

379 Yelell 3TReeh TR W [AEAR F97 Al 3erel 3R colewhiat #1 fAafior et T 8|

The emergence of DeepSeek showed that technological leadership is not only about building
the largest models.

DeepSeek & 383 71 Ig G2 & Aaheiiehl siccd ahael G 93 AlSll & T ATOT dah WA oTar
gl

It is also about making intelligence cheaper and more accessible.

g & [UFT Y 3T FEAT IR GorsT Foflel o SR H S g

The Al race may ultimately be won by those who make intelligence affordable, ubiquitous and
widely available.

3icTer: Al #rgls T S endt § S g 1 Rrmrrcl, deardy 3R sarae T & 3uclsts Fll
|
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India is uniquely positioned to lead this movement.
IR 3 JTTETeleT T aAccd el oh foIv fafRIse &7 & 3uged Fufa # 81

Just as UPI democratised financial inclusion, India should aspire to democratise intelligence
through low-cost, energy-efficient Al models that can serve billions of people.

5 9 UPI o faefir @ATa e &t dishdiiaeh g, 38T 9ok AR I &l o1Td dTel, Sotl-
Ferel Al ATSN o ATCTH F T AT T Wlehcl31hI0T el T &I IGAT TMST, ST IS ol hr
HaT X Toh |

Quantum computing presents another opportunity.

FalCH HOYFEIN Teh 3R 3T T Al &

Rather than merely replicating existing approaches, India should focus on reducing the cost of
quantum infrastructure and developing practical applications in health care, materials
science, climate modelling and drug discovery.

FISTeT GISeHITT Y el sTehel el & TolTd, AR T FATCH FTETAT hl AT HH FA AT
TaTEey {a, e e, srerary Aisfelr 3R sty @ier & caragriRes eaaT fashfad ae
T T higd AT AT

The same should extend to space.
T2 gfSeaior siafer & o o fawaia g e

The successes of Chandrayaan and Mangalyaan proved that frugal innovation can coexist
with world-class ambition.

g 3R HITAATST Y Therd3it = R fhar o Aaeadt /AR (Frugal Innovation) 3R
TIRIETT AgcaTiaT ATY-TTY Il Hehdl &

As computing demands escalate globally, concepts such as space-based data centres
powered by continuous solar energy are attracting serious attention.

S-S 3fREeh AT IR HTYFEIT B AT 9 T &, HARar-3menmie 3er ek Sidl srquRond, St
R |iv 35T & Fanford &, 78R €Tt 3Tehiid FX W@ & |

India should not merely participate in these conversations; it should lead them.

HIC T shelol Sof TAT3T 3 HIAT TET oAl AT, Ffeeh IeTehl icjed el AT

We should ask bold questions about orbital computing infrastructure, space-based Al
platforms or even data centres and quantum communication networks.

g Fafia Fegfeer srgwTae (Orbital Computing Infrastructure), 3arfar-3memRa Al
TATWIA, 32T el IR FaeH IR Acasi o R H AETAS T2 377 aeu|

These ideas may seem futuristic today.

3T I TIgR ATTSTQTET Ui & Thd g |

But so did semiconductors, smartphones and Al when they first emerged.

fohec] STl Yefehsered, THIEHIA 3R Al Tgell aR HHeT 3T F, 7 o 3 8 TR STasFarey Teiiel
g

Stopping too soon
TGl STedl T AT

The deeper lesson from SCL, ECIL and Simputer is not that India failed, but that it often
stopped too soon.

SCL, ECIL 3R Simputer & fFclet aTell 83 WG T =181 & Toh R 3B I8T, dfeh Tg ¢ 1o
R FR Tgd STeal Teh 1T

o]
We celebrated technological capability before building the ecosystems needed for global
scale.

gHe dRaeh TR & TaEaR 8 3HTaedesh TRIEYTART 7 1 [FHTOT 3 & Tgel &1 Tehellehy &THT
T 3cad HaAT foraT|
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o The next phase of India’s technological journey must combine self-reliance with global
ambition.

HR T TheiTenT ITAT o 313Tel AT H ATeATAIRGT 3R ARG Agcarsiat & TH-aY gl A1fgT|

e The challenge is no longer merely to invent; it is to build, scale, commercialise and create
enterprises that can compete globally.

379 oAl sherel ISR et T 7761 §; dfedh fAATOT et FATAR et SATTHRIT ket 3R
VN 3TH T3 el T ¢ ST 312ae TR IR IFaeqeT T Toh |

¢ India has already demonstrated world-class scientific and engineering capabilities.

R T &1 faeaeeira danfere 31 rfSraifehy amvansit &1 yedier a0 g ¢
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24J6 | India’s experience in diabetes care could guide other countries: expert

HYAT SQHTS H HRA T AT 3T o0t F7 AvTGAT FT Fava ¢: FAwa

24J6 | The strange link between Al hallucination and creativity
T3S ATANF (Hallucination) 3 T@ATCHS AT & &I 1 T Fayr

24J6 | Carbon isotopes: clocks of sorts
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India’s experience in diabetes care
could guide other countries: expert

CHENNAI

With four decades of dia-
betes work under its belt,
India now has the ability to
show other low- and mid-
dle-income countries how
integrated, low-cost, and
tech-enabled solutions can
be deployed on the ground
to launch effective inter-
ventions, according to an
article by Chennai-based
diabetologist V. Mohan,
published in the leading
journal Diabetologia on
June 23.

Striking out for indige-
nous innovations over a co-
py-paste model from high
income countries, he
makes the case for local so-
lutions, integrated dia-
betes care, and looking at
the whole heterogeneity of
diabetes.

Dr. Mohan begins with
the idea that diabetes in
South Asia is not the same
as elsewhere. People in
this region, he says, deve-

The article advocates local
solutions and integrated
diabetes care.

lop diabetes at a lower Bo-
dy Mass Index (BMI), with
more visceral fat and grea-
ter insulin resistance, indi-
cating the need for region-
specific screening and
treatment strategies. An
important component of
these strategies are lifes-
tyle, diet, and environmen-
tal factor, particularly the
intake of highly refined
carbohydrates and low le-
vels of physical activity

among the population.

The “total diabetes
care” model developed at
his centre, the Dr. Mohan’s
Diabetes Specialities
Centre in Chennai, is no
longer about just testing
blood sugar, but looking at
the total impact that dia-
betes has on the human
body, and the range of me-
tabolic disorders. There
are lessons in this, Dr. Mo-
han argues, showing that
an integrated approach to
screening, treatment, edu-
cation, lab work, eye, kid-
ney, foot, and nutrition
services has made care de-
livery more efficient. This
reduces fragmentation of
treatment and delays in de-
livering care.

One of the programme’s
most valuable interven-
tions for the region is the
effort to overcome special-
ist shortages, by training
physicians, diabetes edu-
cators, and technicians, us-
ing task shifting to make
sure the care is extended

beyond the tertiary or se-
condary care settings.

Tech interventions

In the article, Dr. Mohan al-
so recommends the de-
ployment of technology to
enable continuity of care,
listing an electronic medi-
cal record platform, an Al
chatbot, a patient app for
appointments and results,
telemedicine, particularly
for ophthalmology, and a
physician decision-support
tool for classifying diabetes
subtypes.

He explains that dia-
betes care is now moving
away from a one-size-fits-
all paradigm to a personal-
ised approach based on
precision medicine, appre-
ciating that not all indivi-
duals with diabetes (or
even with the same type of
diabetes) are alike, and
that they may vary in clini-
cal characteristics, risk of
complications and res-
ponse to different
treatments.
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India’s experience in diabetes care could guide other countries: expert

AYAE SWHT H R HT I3 3T G2 HT ARG FT Foha §: fFaws

With four decades of diabetes work under its belt, India now has the ability to show other
low- and middle-income countries how integrated, low-cost, and technology-enabled
solutions can be deployed on the ground to launch effective interventions, according to an
article by diabetologist V. Mohan published in the leading journal Diabetologia on June 23.

HYNAT YAt & TR EUHT $ 3T & Y WA 379 32 A= v 7eqat 33 arel i 1 78
fe@ra 1 &7daT T@ar & 6 foha 9o TR, A dreTa arer aur SieifPrh-aad garenT
ERTTel I o9 T FTHTE §EARTT fohT ST Hehel &1 Tg STt 23 S 1 YT TS g

SRR 7 YR AyAe fadhwer Y. Jget & @ H FHE TS B

Striking out for indigenous innovations over a copy-paste model from high-income
countries, he makes the case for local solutions, integrated diabetes care, and looking at the
whole heterogeneity of diabetes.

3T 3T aTY 8201 & ATST Y sTehel ey & TolTT J FaG2ft TGERY OX gl & & TUT T
HATHTAT, FATRT FYAE ST R 7AYAE 1 fafaer yepfaat I Togie i Haegehdl ) Sk
a8l

Dr. Mohan begins with the idea that diabetes in South Asia is not the same as elsewhere.
ST, HigeT 39 TaaR & 31T Y & o aftror vfdrm & syde 1 gpfa g & =g & &
IEco

People in this region, he says, develop diabetes at a lower Body Mass Index (BMI), with
more visceral fat and greater insulin resistance, indicating the need for region-specific
screening and treatment strategies.

3eTeh 3THR, S8 &1 o S9N 3 3UaTIRc A AN Feqa 1T eI T & HAG Taeh{ad g
S 3R 3TER gt i 3maedsdar Tase gid B

An important component of these strategies are lifestyle, diet, and environmental factors,
particularly the intake of highly refined carbohydrates and low levels of physical activity
among the population.

e TOTA AT T Ueh Hgeaqut H1er Shiaerdtelt, MR 3R gaiawoiT &R §, fadve srafts
aRsehel FIalgrsse T et R STAEEdT 7 AR ATATAT &7 fole=t T

The “total diabetes care” model developed at the Dr. Mohan’s Diabetes Specialities
Centre in Chennai is no longer about just testing blood sugar, but looking at the total impact
that diabetes has on the human body, and the range of metabolic disorders.

TEFCT RT3 ST ek AR 7161 &, dfesh I8 AleTd IR TR AYAE & GAI TG AR 388 53
TafesT T fashr &1 8 Fediehed T B

There are lessons in this, Dr. Mohan argues, showing that an integrated approach to
screening, treatment, education, lab work, eye, kidney, foot, and nutrition services has made
care delivery more efficient.

3T, HIgeT T e ¢ o6 38 Alsel & AgcaqoT Ve fAerel &, Fifer Sife, 39, e, yieremen
AT, 217, [T, I TUT AT AT3HT T Tehiehel el & TARELT HAT3T hT STCTSEIAT 3Tereh Farrer

g el

Pl

This reduces fragmentation of treatment and delays in delivering care.

SE STUR Y G §$ cqaEAT TUT T GV Yeled HIA H et el & he el ¢

One of the programme’s most valuable interventions for the region is the effort to overcome
specialist shortages, by training physicians, diabetes educators, and technicians, using task
shifting to make sure the care is extended beyond the tertiary or secondary care settings.

S HIUShH I Teh HecaqUT GEIATT Taraail T FHAY 1 oI A1 8| $8h ToIT RIfehedent, #LYAT
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fRI&TeRT 3 ARG T TTRATETT foram STem & T - faaror gqufa 3raers s 8, foraar
HATE Jehareh 3R Sfachares Tareea Hal & 3T 8 g |

Tech interventions

ey serRe FeasT

In the article, Dr. Mohan also recommends the deployment of technology to enable
continuity of care, listing an electronic medical record platform, an Al chatbot, a patient
app for appointments and results, telemedicine, particularly for ophthalmology, and a
physician decision-support tool for classifying diabetes subtypes.

379 oI H 2. FHigel TARLT Ja131T Y @R aTel FATRET i o forw dlegifareh & soter v o
3TN Ll § | ST FaAFeiorah FafhedT TG 7, FTAA gefraan 3menia Harg yomen,
ferg et 3k aRomat & fore Qe sreporater, qefafercan, faQtves @ Rifscar & faw, qur ayag
o fafdest STTHRT & qatfertor & MIfheaehrar forofar-gerarar sushor enfae &

He explains that diabetes care is now moving away from a one-size-fits-all paradigm to a
personalised approach based on precision medicine, appreciating that not all individuals
with diabetes, or even with the same type of diabetes, are alike.

d 9d1d & foh AYAE c@emTel 37e Wl & AT v AT STIR AT ITUROT A 3719 Tgl TRYEY
RifSear o 3menid safFaera =R gitemior 1 3R 3araw 81 € 8, Fifeh aelt ey 9N,
Tl cIh foh Teh &1 YehR & HYAE aTel g e o, TaleT oTg) &1l |

And that they may vary in clinical characteristics, risk of complications and response to
different treatments.

3T AeTieh [AATATT, FfeaTar3it &1 e g R_ffe 3Rt & gfa gfafsar reer-3reer ar
T &l
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The strange link between Al
hallucination and creativity

A setting called temperature governs how adventurous an LLM’s outputs are: the higher the temperature, the more likely the model reaches for the less likely options and

surprises the user; this is the dial that one turns up when seeking a poem instead of a weather report; the trouble is that the same dial governs hallucinations

Viraj Kulkarni

n the prologue to his 1989 book The

Emperor’s New Mind, the Nobel

laureate Roger Penrose narrates a

story. At a grand public ceremony,
an ultimate supercomputer is switched on
for the first time before a packed
auditorium. It is the most powerful
machine ever built, designed to answer
any question put to it. The presenter
invites the audience to ask its very first
question, but no one volunteers.
Everyone is afraid of looking foolish
before the intelligent machine. Then a
young boy named Adam, who has grown
up among computers and is not
intimidated by them, raises his hand and
asks the first question. There the prologue
ends on a cliff-hanger. We are never told
what the question is.

Penrose used this story to introduce a
deeper argument about the limits of
computation and the nature of human
understanding. He contends that there
are truths a formal mathematical machine
cannot reach no matter how powerful it
becomes.

But reading this story a decade ago,
long before ChatGPT or Claude existed,
brought a different question to mind:
what if the ability to answer every
question correctly is not always a virtue?
What if some of the qualities we value
most, such as imagination and creativity,
depend on our ability to venture beyond
what is already known?

Today, as we build machines that can
answer questions, write essays, generate
code, and analyse data, that question
feels very relevant.

Natural instinct

For all their remarkable capabilities, these
systems sometimes make things up. We
call this hallucination. Ordinarily, a
hallucination means to see or hear
something that is not there. In artificial
intelligence (AI), a model hallucinates
when it produces an answer that sounds
plausible but is factually wrong. It may
invent a citation, misstate a number,
fabricate a legal case, or attribute a quote
to the wrong person.

This is not a minor flaw. In medicine,
law, finance, science, and journalism,
hallucinations can be dangerous. A
medical chatbot that invents advice is not
being imaginative but unsafe. A legal tool
that fabricates case law is being
unreliable.

Our natural instinct is to want to
eliminate hallucinations but this is harder
than it appears. Large language models
(LLMs) do not work like databases,
storing facts in neat rows and columns,
and retrieving the right answer when
asked. They are trained on enormous
collections of text and learn statistical
patterns in language. When prompted,
they generate a response by predicting
what will come next, one piece at a time.

An LLM generates text one word ata
time, each word a probability drawn from
patterns it absorbed during training. A
setting called the temperature governs
how adventurous those draws are. If the
temperature is low, the model will pick
the safest, most predictable next word
and produce an accurate and dull output.
If the temperature is higher, the model
will reach into the less likely options and
begin to surprise you. This is the dial you
turn up when you want a poem instead of
a weather report.

The trouble is that the same dial
governs hallucinations. A 2025 study
reported evidence that creativity and
hallucination tend to increase together as
models are encouraged to be more
adventurous and explore regions of lower
probabilities. In other words, the model
that dares to write something genuinely
new is the same model that dares to make
something up.

A different 2025 study found that the
mechanisms that let these systems
produce novel, imaginative text by
departing from learned patterns are the
same mechanisms that open the door to
hallucinations.

It is also easier said than done to
simply build a better model that does one
without the other. In September 2025,

researchers at OpenAl and Georgia Tech
argued that hallucinations are not bugs to
be patched but a statistical inevitability of
how these systems are trained and tested.
Models are rewarded, like students in an
exam hall, for guessing rather than
admitting ignorance. A confident wrong
answer may score better than an honest
“I don’t know”.

Scrubbed of surprise

The second study went further, and this is
where Penrose returns to the room.
Drawing on the foundational theorems of
computer science about the limits of
computation, laid by the work of Alan
Turing and Kurt Godel, they argued that
no computable model can ever be
universally correct. There will always be
questions on which any given machine
must fail. Hallucination, thus seen, is not
a flaw in our engineering but a long
shadow cast by the limits of computation
itself.

Penrose used just this family of ideas to
argue that human thinking cannot be
reduced to mere computation. Many
philosophers and computer scientists
think he is wrong but modern researchers
are pointing at the same wall from the
other side. Penrose said machines are
bounded, human minds are not. Modern

As Al models are encouraged to be more adventurous, their creativity and hallucinations increase together. AEDRIAN SALAZAR/UNSPLASH

researchers say machines are bounded,
and here is the proof. Both agree that the
wall is there.

We are pouring extraordinary effort
into making these systems truthful, and
we should. But if accuracy and
imagination draw from the same well, a
machine perfectly scrubbed of error
might also be a machine scrubbed of
surprise. This may also teach us
something about ourselves. Human
beings also hallucinate in a softer, broader
sense all the time. We imagine futures. We
invent stories. We see patterns. We form
hypotheses. Much of this is wrong — but
some of it becomes science, art,
philosophy, and technology. The
difference is that human societies
developed methods to discipline
imagination. Science uses experiments.
Journalism uses verification. Philosophy
uses argument.

Perhaps Al needs something similar:
not a ban on hallucinations but better
institutions of verification around it.

(Viraj Kulkarni is an entrepreneur and Al
advisor who has been building, deploying,
and scaling Al systems since 2012. He
studied computer science at University of
California, Berkeley.
kulkarni.viraj@gmail.com)

24J6. The strange link between Al hallucination and creativity

3T ATAHA (Hallucination) 3R Ia=iicA®dar & &t &1 AT ey

THE GIST

For all their remarkable
capabilities, Al systems
sometimes make things up,
called hallucinations

v

Ordinarily, a hallucination
means to see or hear
something that is not there

v

In Al, a model hallucinates
when it produces an answer
that sounds plausible but is
factually wrong

v

A system may invent a citation,
misstate a number, fabricate a
legal case, or attribute a quote
to the wrong person

v

But if accuracy and
imagination draw from the
same well, a machine perfectly
scrubbed of error might also be
amachine scrubbed of surprise

v

The difference between Al
systems and human societies is
that the latter developed
methods to discipline
imagination: science uses
experiments, journalism uses
verification and philosophy
uses argument

e A setting called temperature governs how adventurous an LLM’s outputs are: the higher the
temperature, the more likely the model reaches for the less likely options and surprises the
user; this is the dial that one turns up when seeking a poem instead of a weather report; the
trouble is that the same dial governs hallucinations.
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TFIRER (Temperature) ATHS Tah AT Ig TR acT § foF fondY vaweresr (LLM) &
IM3TYE Fehclel TTE e IT TeAlcHeh §i9T: ToTcTiT 31Tereh SFaeR gaT, Scielt &1 37TeIeh Hetraa1r ot
o AlseT et ToNTAT Tasheul T T Y 3R ITANITRAT Y 3MeaTafhd Y, TET I8 HAIIUTE
S0 Al R F g7 FIAAT IIod T 61 567 8l W T/ ST ¢ IHEAT T8 & 6 T8
fo=r=oT A8 (Hallucinations) &t 8 T Far gl

For all their remarkable capabilities, these systems sometimes make things up.

39T T SoorE T &TAAT3T & STasie, I FonTort Hel-asf AT 976 ol

We call this hallucination.

S0 AfAAee (SrATcHS faHoT) T ST &

Ordinarily, a hallucination means to see or hear something that is not there.

AAI:, Goli a1l 1 371 & U Tl o] oY SQeT A1 Foiell it Al H Fel AlS[G o181 o
In artificial intelligence (Al), a model hallucinates when it produces an answer that sounds
plausible but is factually wrong.

F 3 geflwar (Al) &, 1S Al d9 LfAIT HIAT & 519 T TAT 30 &1 8 S ool
Taeaeeira o, fohe TLATcHS &9 & I 8l |

It may invent a citation, misstate a number, fabricate a legal case, or attribute a quote to the
wrong person.

IE fohdll HesT ol INTASHR T FehelT &, ToHET HEAT T Il TAT Hehrel &, Tl ShTofeil HIH Y
TG TehdT &, 37T fordlY 3ETROT Y ITeld caferd & NS ThaT gl

This is not a minor flaw.

g g SN T A 31

In medicine, law, finance, science, and journalism, hallucinations can be dangerous.
Rafehear, ffe, e, e qur e 7 g Wavers ey g dehd ¢ |

A medical chatbot that invents advice is not being imaginative but unsafe.

Teh TR Aedie St Tellg MG 8, T8 Hedelriel el sioh IERIET &

A legal tool that fabricates case law is being unreliable.

Teh Slefall 3TRIUT Sl =TT Aeh HIHE T TGl &, I8 ITaLaTqA gIell &

Our natural instinct is to want to eliminate hallucinations but this is harder than it appears.
FARY FanenTfas qgfy eIt hl TATCT diel T gich 8, Tohee] Ig rd ToTcteln ig@rs Sar s
309 317 FideT &1

Large language models (LLMs) do not work like databases, storing facts in neat rows and
columns, and retrieving the right answer when asked.

TS AT AW (LLMS) ST T e I w161 el ST 2T bl Fegaedd diekerar 3R
It A Hafgd ¥ § TUT I ST R HEY 3 Ashrera g1

They are trained on enormous collections of text and learn statistical patterns in language.
3o faemmer AT 7 dre-Hargl W FRAITET frar Srar & 3R 3 amr & #ise wifaehar wfawdt wr
T g

When prompted, they generate a response by predicting what will come next, one piece at a
time.

ST 3o P Hehel ol STTT &, Y 3 Teh-TUeh 7137 ek T 3TeTATT 9T §T 3 3cTee] PR & b
31T ST 3T

An LLM generates text one word at a time, each word a probability drawn from patterns it
absorbed during training.

Teh LLM Ueh GHI H U g, 3cTeed AT &, STal T 2Ueg; 3T UiA6T0T & gRieT I 31w ufawar
 YTCT GHIEATT O 3TenRd giar g1
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e A setting called the temperature governs how adventurous those draws are.
TFYLER ATHS Th Alcer Ig [Fad Xl g e T T3 fovdeT asfée giar|

e |f the temperature is low, the model will pick the safest, most predictable next word and
produce an accurate and dull output.

e TFER A g, oY Alsel Ty GRTaT 3R FalTiereh 3TegATfelc 31Tl Asg; T Tl HI AT
Teh el feho] #RE TROMH 3ot |

e |f the temperature is higher, the model will reach into the less likely options and begin to
surprise you.

Tfeg o 31T &Y, At Aise we Tomfad fashedt 1 3R Feam 3R 3T 3meadafehd =T
RFH T I
e This is the dial you turn up when you want a poem instead of a weather report.
g 38 TTF0T & oI 3179 a9 Fora § I9 39 AFH RO & TU W H1S FHiaar aifee ad &1
e The trouble is that the same dial governs hallucinations.
FHET TG & o Tg1 Trzor gepfmrere 1 o wanfaa s g

e A 2025 study reported evidence that creativity and hallucination tend to increase together
as models are encouraged to be more adventurous and explore regions of lower probabilities.

a§ 2025 & Teh eI o THIOT Y& T 3 Taarresrarar 3R Sqferme ary-ary se=
Sgid T €, ST Hisell i 37T FTEHT setel 3R et HATAAIHT dTel &7 T Hed T e o foIw
Ncared fomar Srar gl

e |n other words, the model that dares to write something genuinely new is the same model that
dares to make something up.

GER ersel H, St AlSS AR H HS o141 Tolel T AGH HIAT §, T8I HAISel FS TGl I TTed o
AT

o Adifferent 2025 study found that the mechanisms that let these systems produce novel,
imaginative text by departing from learned patterns are the same mechanisms that open the
door to hallucinations.

ay 2025 %Wmmwﬁww%am,msﬁwmﬁmgcmﬁw
AT 3R FoTATN IS Scoot ot 7 HaTH FaATC! &, 6T oI e TaerereT & v off gaR erdt &

e Itis also easier said than done to simply build a better model that does one without the other.
UHT SER ASe Teled, Sit Teh i % 3R g8 & T &, gl TTclall T &, AT Scfell oTe |

e In September 2025, researchers at OpenAl and Georgia Tech argued that hallucinations are
not bugs to be patched but a statistical inevitability of how these systems are trained and
tested.

et 2025 # OpenAl 3R Georgia Tech & eMerehclT3il = e T for Boffdarerst ars ot 3fe
T & T haer S fonar ST Tk, dfesd Ig ST yonferal & fretor 31T udretor i aifead
feardar gl

o Models are rewarded, like students in an exam hall, for guessing rather than admitting
ignorance.

AlSell T, TET et 7 §S TaeHTIGT T e, 377 TAhR HlaA & Tl Al ofdllet o foIw
RER AT ST R |
e A confident wrong answer may score better than an honest “I don’t know”.

Wﬁﬁ?ﬁ?mﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ,éﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ’ﬁgmm H dg} 3 9o
Tl

Scrubbed of surprise

ImTd ¥ T

e Hallucination, thus seen, is not a flaw in our engineering but a long shadow cast by the limits
of computation itself.
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5 gfte & pefiarersT gAY fFifyehr it 3 71el, afcs Taef urar iy At ga@ry st 718 Th
et BRI g

e Penrose used just this family of ideas to argue that human thinking cannot be reduced to
mere computation.

YIS o 3T TR F TR T 3TN Ig dh S & ToIv fhaT fob AT fRidet i shaet ot
I WA 161 forar 11 FehaT|

e Human beings also hallucinate in a softer, broader sense all the time.
AT 3 Teh AT 3R 3Tl A 37 & e geffiae i 8d €

e Weimagine futures.

& 1fasT i Fouar Fed &
e Weinvent stories.

&H Felierdr aed &
e We see patterns.

& 9fawal & ggareid &1

e We form hypotheses.
H IR&HeTATE g1 B

e Much of this is wrong — but some of it becomes science, art, philosophy, and technology.
1A H Tgd O eI GIeT & — fohor] T AT Ta1eT, e, geiereme 3iR wte ey &7 w9 o
AT

e The difference is that human societies developed methods to discipline imagination.
3R e § Toh HIoTd HATS o dhodieiieldll Bl HeTeTad sie o fov faferr faefad & g

e Science uses experiments.

AT T T ST FIAT R
e Journalism uses verification.
AT AITIT T STAT Il g |
e Philosophy uses argument.
geleTeImeT O T 3T LT B

e Perhaps Al needs something similar: not a ban on hallucinations but better institutions of
verification around it.

HarareT: Al 1 8 e UET &1 dIMeV: Soffaele TR quT Tiaer w761, Sfesh 38 U 6
HAY GEATC|

Hallucinations (Medical Context)

A hallucination is a sensory experience in which a person sees, hears, smells, tastes, or
feels something that is not actually present.

In simple words:

A person experiences something as real even though there is no external stimulus
causing it.

The person is often convinced that the experience is real.

Examples of Hallucinations

Auditory Hallucinations (Hearing Things)

* Hearing voices when nobody is speaking.

* Hearing music, sounds, or conversations that are not present.

Example:

A person may hear someone calling their name repeatedly when nobody is around.
Visual Hallucinations (Seeing Things)

» Seeing people, animals, lights, or objects that are not actually there.

Example:

An elderly person may see a stranger standing in the room when the room is empty.
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Olfactory Hallucinations (Smelling Things)

* Smelling odors that do not exist.

Example:

Smelling smoke or burning rubber when nothing is burning.
Gustatory Hallucinations (Tasting Things)

» Experiencing unusual tastes without any food or drink.
Tactile Hallucinations (Feeling Things)

* Feeling insects crawling on the skin.

» Feeling someone touching the body when nobody is present.

Common Medical Causes

Psychiatric Disorders

* Schizophrenia

» Severe depression with psychotic features.

* Bipolar disorder during severe manic or depressive episodes.
Neurological Disorders

* Parkinson's Disease

* Alzheimer's Disease

* Epilepsy.

* Brain tumors.

* Stroke.

Sleep-Related Causes

* Sleep deprivation.

* Hallucinations while falling asleep (hypnagogic hallucinations).
+ Hallucinations while waking up (hypnopompic hallucinations).
Substance Use

* Alcohol withdrawal.

* Certain recreational drugs.

» Some medications.

Medical Conditions

* High fever.

* Severe infections.

* Delirium.

* Liver failure.

* Kidney failure.

* Electrolyte imbalances.

Hallucination vs Delusion
Many people confuse these two terms.

Hallucination Delusion

False sensory experience False belief

Person hears, sees, smells, tastes, or feels Person strongly believes something
something unreal untrue

"I hear voices." "The government is secretly

monitoring me."

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4 1



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Carbon isotopes: clocks of sorts

MGS I S&aT ]

cientists studying the comet
s 3I/ATLAS have determined that

this interstellar visitor formed
an estimated 12 billion years ago in a
primordial planetary system, and has
a composition unlike anything in our
solar system.

An evaluation of the chemical
make-up of 3I/ATLAS, only the third
interstellar object ever spotted in the
solar system, provided guidance
about the physical and chemical
conditions in the planetary system
where it formed, the researchers said.

They added that 3I/ATLAS appears
to have been born in a much colder
environment (-243C) than the one in
which the earth and other bodies in
our solar system formed roughly 4.5
billion years ago. They said it has
travelled a vast distance since it was
somehow expelled from its home
planetary system.

The researchers measured the ratio
of isotopes — different versions of
chemical elements such as hydrogen
and carbon — observed on 3I/ATLAS
using the James Webb Space
Telescope.

Its hydrogen isotopes offered
evidence about temperature and
radiation in the environment in which
3I/ATLAS formed. Its carbon isotope
ratios offered clues about the
composition of the interstellar gas
cloud that gave rise to 3I/ATLAS and

The Hubble telescope’s image of the interstellar
comet 3I/ATLAS on July 21,2025, when the
comet was 446 million km from the earth. NASA

its home planetary system.

The carbon composition indicated
31/ATLAS formed some 12 billion years
ago during a period of intense star
formation in its region. The universe is
thought to have begun with the Big
Bang event 13.8 billion years ago, so
3I/ATLAS would date to a time when
the cosmos was only around 13% of
its current age.

¥

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

24J6. Carbon isotopes:
clocks of sorts

FIad ATATAS: TH YHR 6T
gHAY-uS)

e Scientists studying the comet
3I/ATLAS have determined that this
interstellar visitor formed an
estimated 12 billion years ago in a
primordial planetary system, and has
a composition unlike anything in our
solar system.

Samferel & R 3IATLAS &I
T FYA gV R fepar & o 7
HORARAIT IGH oITe79T 12 3R I
9& Ueh TG Tg-gomelt 7 &= a7, 31
SHH! TIAT AR ARASS 7 ATl Forair
N axq @ = g

e An evaluation of the chemical
make-up of 3I/ATLAS, only the third
interstellar object ever spotted in the
solar system, provided guidance about
the physical and chemical conditions in
the planetary system where it formed,
the researchers said.

QAErehcti3it & ITAR, 3UATLAS T
TS §IEAT & Hediehe o, St

ARFST H 319 doh & @ 3T hdol AT HAIARSIT W5 §, 39 Tg-YoTrelr 1 Hifas va Taafas
qﬁﬁuﬁtﬁ%aﬁﬁmm@raﬁmﬁﬁwgmml

e They added that 3I/ATLAS appears to have been born in a much colder environment (-
243°C) than the one in which the Earth and other bodies in our solar system formed roughly
4.5 billion years ago.

3ogiel I Y FATAT o 3I/ATLAS ST STedl Teh 3ccl 38 dTATaROT (-243°C) H §31 Feliet {1 &,

SIY 3 ATATaROT Y JolAT A el 31Tk 537 T i gt 3R gAR TRAS & 31 U3 efarsyar
4.5 3R 99 7T &1 |
e They said it has travelled a vast distance since it was somehow expelled from its home

planetary system.

3ogiet gl foh 31Tl FHeT TE-OTel & fohdll TehR dTeR foiehTel STt & STe & S8 37cdcl e gl

JaFrel

e The researchers measured the ratio of isotopes — different versions of chemical elements
such as hydrogen and carbon — observed on 3I/ATLAS using the James Webb Space

Telescope.

RT3 & A7 AT TIF TNTRIT T TETIaT A 3I/ATLAS T UV 3T FAELARY (Isotopes)
— 37T FIFPISA 3R FHIeT S TR Toteh el & Tt TG — & eI T AT b |

e Its hydrogen isotopes offered evidence about temperature and radiation in the environment
in which 3I/ATLAS formed.
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b gIBBISTA WATYIAS o 3 ATATaR 0T o dr9ATT 3R faferor datf aRfeufaat & gamr g
fPU, for g 3I/ATLAS wﬁmﬁwgm |

e |tscarbon isotope ratios offered clues about the composition of the interstellar gas cloud
that gave rise to 3I/ATLAS and its home planetary system.

S8 FTaeT FHEAIAS HAUTAT o 38 HRARIT I FTGel T TAT & TR H Heved T, foad
3I/ATLAS R SHEHY HeT I§-HOTel T ST EHT 2T

e The carbon composition indicated 3I/ATLAS formed some 12 billion years ago during a
period of intense star formation in its region.

FTeIeT HIAAT & Hevel [T foh BVATLAS 1 THTOT ofa7e19T 12 3 a¥ I 38 &7 & dlg arehrT
for#ToT (Star Formation) @rm%a’fﬂﬁgm T

o The universe is thought to have begun with the Big Bang event 13.8 billion years ago, so
3I/ATLAS would date to a time when the cosmos was only around 13% of its current age.

HIAT ST & T3 FEATS T Qo3 13.8 ma&qjgéﬁwﬁbrmﬁgéaﬁ,sﬂﬁmm/mms
39 GAG T § ST FEATS (CoSMOs) 3T AT TG T Shelel ST 13% &1 AT
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India’s patchy industrial climate strategy
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India’s patchy industrial climate strategy

he inevitable conclusion
emerging from the
ambitious targets set up
by the government’s
Make-in-India, Viksit Bharat (2047)
and net-zero emissions (2070)
commitments is that industrial
decarbonisation is central to
India’s long-term climate goals.

As the economy grows, both
existing and emerging
manufacturing segments expand,
fuelling a steep rise in energy
demand. Balancing this industrial
growth on the one hand and
population-driven consumption
demand on the other with
national emission reduction
objectives requires highly targeted
policies. The recently submitted
First Biennial Transparency
Report (BTR1) by India to the
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
provides a detailed account of
national emissions. The report
discloses that in 2022, over 20% of
India’s total emissions stemmed
directly from the industrial sector.
Specifically, it shows that the fuel
consumption in manufacturing
industries and construction
accounts for 13% of total
emissions, while industrial
processes and product use
accounts for another 9%. This
clearly demonstrates how much
manufacturing activities
contribute to the overall carbon
footprint, a trend that has
remained consistent over time.

Mitigation planning

To mitigate industrial emissions
and energy consumption, the
government has relied on two
major market-based mechanisms.
The BTR1 acknowledges the
Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT)
scheme as a primary initiative,
which aims to reduce specific
energy consumption across 13
energy-intensive industries. PAT is
now transitioning to the Carbon
Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS),
which focuses on reducing the
emission intensity of nine
industrial sectors, including
aluminium, cement, fertilizers,
iron and steel, petrochemicals,

Shifali Goyal

Research Associate,
Centre for Social and
Economic Progress
and PhD Scholar,
Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade (IIFT)

Debashis
Chakraborty
Professor, IIFT

Kolkata. Views are
personal

Balancing
industrial
growth on the
one hand and
population-
driven
consumption
demand on the
other with
national
emission
reduction
objectives
requires highly
targeted policies

petroleum refining, pulp and
paper, textiles, and chlor-alkali.
The other four industries, which
include thermal power plants,
railways, DISCOMs and
commercial buildings, will
continue under the PAT scheme.
While these schemes set
benchmarks, encourage energy
efficiency, and reduce emission
intensity, there is a clear gap in
how mitigation planning is
envisioned across Indian
industries. These policies are
designed almost entirely for
well-defined, traditional
heavy-emitting sectors such as
cement, steel, fertilizers,
refineries, and textiles. However,
they de facto overlook a massive

proportion of industrial emissions,

specifically those generated by
fuel consumption in, what India’s
emission inventory classifies as,
“non-specific industries”.

A careful analysis of emissions
data for India’s manufacturing
industries and construction sector
for the latest reported year, 2020,
reveals a crucial puzzle that needs
to be solved urgently. The
explicitly specified major
industrial sectors accounted for
slightly more than 55% of the total
emissions generated from
manufacturing industries and
construction. Conversely, more
than 40% of those sectoral
emissions were caused by the
“non-specific industries” category
alone. A similar pattern has been
seen in 2014, 2016, and 2019 as
well, as per the detailed emission
inventory available on NITI
Aayog’s India Climate and Energy
Dashboard. To sum up, the
classification of sectors in India’s
emission inventory reflects that a
surprisingly large volume of
emissions falls under a single,
vague heading of “non-specific
industries”.

The point of concern is that the
scope of mitigation policies in
India has relied on an
enforcement and incentive-based
structure around specific,
identifiable sectors. For instance,
some of the explicitly identified
sectors in the emission inventory,

such as power, cement,
non-ferrous metals, chemicals,
and textiles, are covered by
mitigation measures such as PAT
and CCTS. Yet, a major part of
industrial emissions remains in an
administrative grey area, with
serious implications for India’s
broader industrial climate
strategy. As this 40% block lacks
specific sub-sectoral definitions,
the various industries clustered
therein effectively fall outside the
primary scope of both PAT and
CCTS. They are not subject to the
same energy efficiency mandates
or emission-reduction targets as
industries such as steel or cement,
despite their contributions to the
emissions load. This policy gap
keeps a significant portion of the
country’s industrial base out of
the green transition.

Need to identify industries
For India to successfully decouple
its industrial growth from
greenhouse gas emissions, the
next phase of its national climate
strategy needs more transparent,
disaggregated data. This must
begin with breaking down the
existing “non-specific industries”
in the emission inventory. For
timely realisation of the net-zero
emissions target, policymakers
need to urgently focus on
identifying exactly which
sub-sectors contribute to these
40% emissions, how their specific
energy consumption patterns are
evolving, and the part in the
process chain where emissions are
primarily concentrated.
Transparency in climate
reporting is often framed as an
international obligation, a way to
prove to the world that a nation is
effectively traversing the path for
honouring its pledges. But the real
value of transparency is deeply
domestic. It provides
policymakers with an appropriate
level of clarity to monitor exactly
where the interventions are
heading and where there is scope
for course correction. Therefore,
to build a low-carbon economy,
exact knowledge on these passive
outliers is non-negotiable.

24J6. India’s patchy industrial climate strategy
R i G AT srerary o
e The recently submitted First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR1) by India to the United

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change provides a detailed account of
national emissions.

Rl SR gl & 7 WY WS Felarg IRacTe F@T A fHFHT (UNFCCC) Y Tl hr 1§
vy gfarie e fRiar Rl (BTR1) Idar 3cqsiat &1 fawcd faawor sedd el 81

e The report discloses that in 2022, over 20% of India’s total emissions stemmed directly from
the industrial sector.
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RAIE & TR, 2022 7 HRA & Fel Scdoiel T 20% & ITAF 37797 WY 3w 817 F SeqeaT

g31T|

9

Specifically, it shows that the fuel consumption in manufacturing industries and construction
accounts for 13% of total emissions, while industrial processes and product use accounts
for another 9%.

Ty & &, RoIE geiich § o fafareor segier 3R foor afafafert & gue & @ud Hor
IcoTel T 13% ARTEI Sl &, STafer tefore ufhand va searg suaer sifafked 9% 3casie
& fore e €

The BTR1 acknowledges the Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) scheme as a primary
initiative, which aims to reduce specific energy consumption across 13 energy-intensive
industries.

BTRI1 & 51, 3rfid US &5 (PAT) ATSTell T Uah YW TGl & &9 7 AT &I &, Foreer
3827 13 FA1-3geT 36NN H TafIse T @ad 1 FA FAT &

PAT is now transitioning to the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS), which focuses on
reducing the emission intensity of nine industrial sectors, including aluminium, cement,
fertilizers, iron and steel, petrochemicals, petroleum refining, pulp and paper, textiles,
and chlor-alkali.

PAT 31d FTaeT Hi3e ¥ ¥ (CCTS) & aRafia 2l W ¥, foraent earet sewete dgar
(Emission Intensity) &I & #a W §| 3HH Tegfafags, @idc, 38, ol vd 3vqrd,
S fAFew, Tifoad aReNt, Ie7 vd 9UT, 9FT 9T FaR-3ewel died a1 eaNE &
enfAer 81
The other four industries, which include thermal power plants, railways, DISCOMs and
commercial buildings, will continue under the PAT scheme.

3= OR &1, TS ardra fagga @34, Yoa, Bl aur anforfsas srae el €, PAT Aster
& 3N & T4 g |

Need to identify industries
3EANNT Y ggATT HY TTIAHAT

A similar pattern has been seen in 2014, 2016, and 2019 as well, as per the detailed
emission inventory available on NITI Aayog’s India Climate and Energy Dashboard.

aAfer 3T & 3T FATSAT Us TSt 3AaE I 3elstr TaE] e Scoie Il o 3TAR, 2014,
2016 31T 2019 7 §ff 58 YR 1 Ty St 978 oA

For instance, some of the explicitly identified sectors in the emission inventory, such as
power, cement, non-ferrous metals, chemicals, and textiles, are covered by mitigation
measures such as PAT and CCTS.

3eT6R0T & foIT, Schoie Gl & Tuse &7 § UgeT= a0 Fo &1, S fega, Wie, srele arqy,
THII 4T €9 36T, PAT 3R CCTS ST 2 A1SteAr3it & 3c@id 31md &

They are not subject to the same energy efficiency mandates or emission-reduction
targets as industries such as steel or cement, despite their contributions to the emissions
load.

3cHolel H Hgea Ul ANTETT ol & STaS]e, $e1 3N IR SEAT AT WA SNt Y kg Fered
Fott gata Hatft HfATrIATd o1 SeqIA-qeTeT q&g o] Ael gicl |

Transparency in climate reporting is often framed as an international obligation, a way to
prove to the world that a nation is effectively traversing the path for honouring its pledges.

Srerary Raiféar 7 gReRiar 1 9 e SeRusE iiicd & &9 & ¢@n S g, o Aega @
T VIR TR STl § o i Trog 30eT Tcaetaa3it sl O el o AT IR T8 &9 § 37T
96 V@ &
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24J6 | Manipur govt. may go soft on Arambai Tenggol members

AT AIHR IRTHAETS I &F Tl & T F7H TG 39T Fehell @
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Ban on Telegram stretched meaning of ‘information’ under the IT Ac

Eellarer 9X gfaeer & 3m$el AT & qga quer & e w1 Rearw w R

Manipur govt. may
g0 soft on Arambai
Tenggol members

T!e Hm!u Bureau

GUWAHATI

The Manipur government
may be lenient towards
members of Arambai Teng-
gol, a radical group, while
going hard at those who
looted arms from police fa-
cilities soon after the eth-
nic conflict erupted in May
2023, State’s Home Minis-
ter Govindas Konthoujam
indicated on Tuesday.
Speaking on the side-
lines of an event in Imphal,
he said the government
was trying to avoid arrest-
ing members of Arambai
Tenggol, the outfit at the
forefront of the ethnic con-
flict in the State, before the
imposition of President’s
Rule in February 2025. He,
however, asserted that
there would be no let-up in
the drive to recover illegal-
Iy held arms and restore
normality in Manipur.

Plea to surrender arms
More than 5,600 firearms,
including INSAS and AK-se-
ries rifles, and 500,000
rounds of ammunition
were looted from State ar-
mouries and police sta-
tions in the State in 2023.
The groups accused of
looting them included the
Arambai Tenggol.
“Discussions have been
held with the Director Gen-
eral of Police regarding the
ongoing operations linked
to the group. We have ap-
pealed to individuals and

Govindas Konthoujam

further arrests can be
avoided,” Mr. Konthoujam
said. De-weaponisation
was necessary for lasting
peace to return to Mani-
pur, he said.

Continuing strife

Three major communities
— Meitei, Naga, and Kuki-
Zo, inhabit Manipur. The
State has virtually been
partitioned among these
communities since the eth-
nic strife began in 2023.

Mr. Konthoujam ap-
pealed to the people of Im-
phal Valley to refrain from
activities that could stoke
unrest. His appeal fol-
lowed protests by women
across the valley, demand-
ing the release of three
Arambai Tenggol members
arrested by the National In-
vestigation Agency during
the intervening night of
June 19 and 20.

Members of Meira Paibi,
an all-women civil society
organisation, claimed that
members of Arambai Teng-
gol undertook self-defence
measures during a critical

24J6. Manipur govt. may go soft on Arambai
Tenggol members

ATOTYY FIHN IRATS AT F TGN F T 717 &
YT e &

e The Manipur government may be lenient towards
members of Arambai Tenggol, a radical group, while going
hard at those who looted arms from police facilities soon after
the ethnic conflict erupted in May 2023, State’s Home Minister
Govindas Konthoujam indicated on Tuesday.

AT THR SIATCT HITSH ITFATE AN o Fewdt o 9fd F&
A TG YA Hehcll &, STefeh #§ 2023 H ST FEY Y& et
N ae; e gfassrel § §fIR efeat arell & fa%ey 3 FRATS
ST TG el 8| T§ Hehel T & 35 HAT MTAeqre HIlem o
HITIAR I fe=m|

e State, before the imposition of President’s Rule in
February 2025.

FFBIA H Ueh HIIHH & NIl Soaled hal [oh TXhR B 2025
A ST AT 9] Gt & TGl Ao oh STy Foy & 37arofr
AT HTST aTel HITSe IRFATS e & Fed T hT FTRFTT &
oY T JIATH T LT B

e More than 5,600 firearms, including INSAS and AK-
series rifles, and 500,000 rounds of ammunition were looted
from State armouries and police stations in the State in 2023.

2023 H T & ATAFTRT R gfed A1t & 5,600 & 3o
AT, THTH SH AT TH-A0lY Y Ther enfaer of, 31K
ST GTeT AT FRAH ol faw v |

e Three major communities — Meitei, Naga, and Kuki-
Zo — inhabit Manipur.

AT # Aol 9@ T — A, A 3R Fh-At — g
EXC ]

armed groups still holding  period when the govern- e The State has virtually been partitioned among these
ﬁj’g;‘“ﬁi{’&ﬁ;ﬁﬂ?ﬁg ggg;e‘:ﬁit';‘:i'f;ﬂi‘;nlzm' communities since the ethnic strife began in 2023.
2023 ¥ STl H & glel o 16 ¥ Aoy ATINE 9§ g7
ATl & s fastaid g arar |

e Members of Meira Paibi, an all-women civil society organisation, claimed that members of
Arambai Tenggol undertook self-defence measures during a critical period when the
government was unable to provide security to civilians.
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Ban on Telegram stretched meaning
of ‘information’ under the IT Act

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Union government
temporarily blocked Tele-
gram to protect the sancti-
ty of the NEET (UG) re-test
by a single interpretative
sleight of hand which com-
pressed an entire interme-
diary platform into an ex-
pression: “information”.

The ban won the endor-
sement of the Delhi High
Court by stretching the
meaning of “information”
under the Information
Technology (IT) Act, 2000.

Section 2(1)(v) of the Act
had traditionally defined
“information” in diminu-
tive units, including data,
messages, text, image,
sound, voice, codes, com-
puter programme, soft-
ware, and databases. The
Telegram ban changed that
legal interpretation.

The government argued

24J6. Ban on Telegram stretched meaning of ‘information’ under the IT Act

that an online platform like
Telegram was an “aggrega-
tion” or “compilation” of
these units. By reading en-
tire platforms run by com-
panies, which were legal
entities by their own na-
ture, within the ambit of
‘information” under the
Act, the government has
effectively weaponised the
content-blocking provision
of Section 69A.

Section 69A of the IT
Act gives the government
power to issue directions
to block public access to
any ‘information’ through
a computer resource.
Here, the interpretation of
the Centre has led to the
successful replacement of
the word ‘information’
with an ‘entire intermedi-
ary platform’.

The High Court, in its
June 19 order, endorsed
the Centre’s view that the
“blocking power under
Section 69A of the IT Act
extends beyond individual
pieces of content and, hav-

The ban won the endorsement
of the Delhi High Court.

ing regard to its wide legis-
lative scope, encompasses
the software architecture,
codebase, databases, and
programmatic ecosystem
constituting an
application”.

Telegram had not ac-
cepted the “expansive” in-
terpretation of the term
“information” while noting
that the government, act-
ing through Section 69A,
could only block access to
“specific information”.

Such a sweeping ban
had disproportionately af-
fected the very section it

Access to
app restored

Access to Telegram resumed on
Tuesday after a week-long
blocking order expired. The
platform had approached the
Delhi High Court seeking a stay
on the order, but the court
held that the blocking
direction was proportionate.

deemed to protect. Many
of the 150 million Telegram
users were students and
educators who used the
platform to share study
material and educational
resources for  NEET
preparation.

The platform’s argu-
ments are backed by the
Supreme Court’s judgment
in the Anuradha Bhasin
case on digital freedoms,
holding that restrictions on
fundamental rights must
be proportionate and only
the least restrictive mea-
sure must be employed.

Eeftaar o wfaeer o 3m$e srfafarasr & aga gaar & e w1 Rear s R

e The Union government temporarily blocked Telegram to protect the sanctity of the NEET

(UG) re-test by a single interpretative sleight of hand which compressed an entire
intermediary platform into an expression: “information”.

&5 TEHR o AT (FT1a%) T 7 TSIl Se1C 1@ & 38T ¥ Telame &1 3l 9 4
3far%es Y feaT| g8 forw U Ot sareea 319eTrs ars foast QX Aeey H &t “gaar H gar

CEAKI Y

e The ban won the endorsement of the Delhi High Court by stretching the meaning of
“information” under the Information Technology Act, 2000.

sﬁmaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬂmﬁwgﬁ,ﬁﬁ?wmﬁm, 2000

& 3T “HEAT AeE T SATEAT T TaedR f3Har arm|
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Section 2(1)(v) of the Act had traditionally defined “information” in diminutive units, including
data, messages, text, image, sound, voice, codes, computer programme, software, and
databases.

Jrfefege S amT 2(1)(v) H WIRETT & F “FIAT" I BIC-BIC Tl o §9 H TRAMT fahar
a2, foTat aifes, waar, e, R, eafey, 3marer, Fe W, WIIvTE FRIHA, BIFeda) auT
HTHST-FIE AT &

The Telegram ban changed that legal interpretation.

A TR G o S el SITEAT hl Feel feT|

The government argued that an online platform like Telegram was an “aggregation” or
“compilation” of these units.

TSR 1 e AT o Tfiamer S 3iieToliset #er 3o7 ol Teehi o1 Ueh “Hevelel” YT “VHE” &

By reading entire platforms run by companies, which were legal entities by their own nature,
within the ambit of ‘information’ under the Act, the government has effectively weaponised
the content-blocking provision of Section 69A.

el gaRT Felold {90 Hall, St €0 Faci 7 fafties HEATC §, 1 Faam 1 gRie 7 i
Fh TIPR o THE T F YRT 69T & 3iderd T 3/arerT 1 AfFd &1 samdes 39397 fFRar |

Section 69A of the IT Act gives the government power to issue directions to block public
access to any ‘information’ through a computer resource.

T St ARt rferfarars S aRT 69T WER Y AT 87 FIAT T Wi (Aeh TE T P HIOTH
AT o ATEIH H HATCY FA HT TSR T&TeT A ¢

Here, the interpretation of the Centre has led to the successful replacement of the word
‘information’ with an ‘entire intermediary platform’.

TET she; T SATEIT o AT 2Asq hl TATT THTE F9 8 “WYOF AEAEY 7 { G < fear
gl

The High Court, in its June 19 order, endorsed the Centre’s view that the “blocking power
under Section 69A of the IT Act extends beyond individual pieces of content and,
having regard to its wide legislative scope, encompasses the software architecture,
codebase, databases, and programmatic ecosystem constituting an application”.

3T FATITEY & 3791 19 [T & AT H he; & S8 gIocenlvr o FAL fahar fab e
wleaifardy srfafasr i amr 69T & et srauer Hr afFa Fao safFaara awaf aF e
1 ¥, afow gad caTTw RATh aRR F 3We §T TF Rl e B FFCIA T, TS
TR, 3HTHST-HAE TUT NaHTd TR a7 F1 st gonfga FIA 817

Telegram had not accepted the “expansive” interpretation of the term “information” while

noting that the government, acting through Section 69A, could only block access to “specific
information”.

AT & “FEAT” WUsg; T 5H FAFT SATEAT 1 TR e fohar 3R et foh THR URT 69T
AN harer “FARISE FFAT” TFeh TET HT &Y ITvY R Aebell ¢

Such a sweeping ban had disproportionately affected the very section it deemed to protect.
3 YR & 19 FTASE T Ficlehol TG Sogl S9N R ST, TSieTehT FR&T AT 1T foham a1 2|

Many of the 150 million Telegram users were students and educators who used the
platform to share study material and educational resources for NEET preparation.

15 FR3 TRIH IYATRATIT 7 T3 TEar faganfat 3k fRuatent $r o, St e F S F fow
HEIT FrHT 3R AfaTe G 1 H1EH-Te X D

The platform’s arguments are backed by the Supreme Court’s judgment in the Anuradha
Bhasin case on digital freedoms, holding that restrictions on fundamental rights must be
proportionate and only the least restrictive measure must be employed.

T o cehl T ITHT $1¥fleT AT 7 Hallod ~ARATerd & AT o7 YT e 8, foreet sher arar
o7 T FHifereh TIHRT IR T T FTAT HATAF Gled MU AT harol wATH IHTaRTF
gfAETcA® U & YA ST IR |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page48



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

GS Paper 1V: Ethics

24 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

24J6 | The ultimate authority
Hafea yrfdreor

FAITH
v AT
The ultimate authority

To attain moksha we must adhere to dharma, said Para-
vastu Varadarajan in a discourse. But what is dharma?
What is adharma? Suppose two boys in a family are always
quarrelling with each other. Their mother warns them
that if they do not stop fighting, she will not give them a
sweet she has made. If they still continue to fight, she will
withhold the sweet. If she doesn’t discipline them, there
will be no peace in the family. A family has its rules, one of
which is that everyone must be on friendly terms with
each other. Likewise, a school has its rules. So everywhere
there are rules, and not all of them are the same. A student
has to wear a uniform when he goes to school, but he does
not have to at other times. Two men fighting with each
other in a family is wrong. But men fighting in an army
against an enemy are respected. Dharma, or what is right
keeps changing depending on the situation. So how do we
know what dharma is?

Lord Krishna says in the Bhagavad Gita that Sastras are
the pramana. The rules laid down by them must be fol-
lowed. “Tasmaat sastram pramaanam,” says Krishna to
Arjuna. The scriptures are the authority that help us know
what we should do (kaarya) and what we should not do
(akaarya). If the Sastras ask us to do something, that is
dharma. If they forbid us from doing something, that
which is forbidden is adharma. But what are Sastras? Alth-
ough there is a lot of sacred literature, Vedas are the ulti-
mate authority. It is said shaasanaath sastram. Shaasana
means command. The Vedas command us to do certain
things and to avoid certain things. The Vedas are the Sas-
tra that we should follow.

depending on the situation.

24J6. The ultimate authority
wafew yifdsor

e A family has its rules, one of which is that everyone
must be on friendly terms with each other.

T IRER & 379« A g § Saa @ ve g & s asir
TEET TIH F Wereqot Heer g0 Q|

e Likewise, a school has its rules.
3 IR, T faearerd & ot 39 e gid & |

o So everywhere there are rules, and not all of them
are the same.

37 XTI R fFaa gia €, 31k 3 @l 9are 7187 8|

e A student has to wear a uniform when he goes to
school, but he does not have to at other times.

Teh Taerf T faearery SiTd §# aaf ggaia gid 8, TR
3T THY VAT AT T o781 aidTl

e Two men fighting with each other in a family is
wrong.

Teh IRAR & &F ATl T 3TaH & oI5l e o &1

e But men fighting in an army against an enemy are
respected.

fohe] AT & 21T & favey Yoo 1 aTel Afeteh FEATAT 8
J

e Dharma, or what is right, keeps changing

3, 37T i 3T &, IRTEUTT o 38R Seerar @ |

e So how do we know what dharma is?

ar iR g A 8 STt foh et aFam 82

e Lord Krishna says in the Bhagavad Gita that Sastras are the pramana.
$3TETeT FSUT $IASINAT H gl ¢ Toh ATET & JHATT & |

e The rules laid down by them must be followed.
3eTeh GaRT [Tt T T gTetet foram ST AT

e “Tasmaat sastram pramaanam,” says Krishna to Arjuna.
ST JoleT § gl &, “TEAT AT JAT0TH|”
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